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ANTI HRIS T reſiſted: 


R E P L Y, Ge. 


WE: Brethren and Fathers, hear ye my defence, which I 


make now unto you, It is with the greateſt pleaſyre I 
. Y reflect, that the public, to whom I adgreG myfelh, are 
Engliſhmen; Patrons and ſons of LIM TVT. From ſych 1 Heil hare 
an inpartial attention, which I could not expect, if ſlavery, bigotry 
and ſuperſtition prevailed, To think and ſpeak for ourſelves, is 
the britiſh charter. Having reſpe& unto the laws of God and his 
country, every native of this happy iſland may claim this freedom as 
his birthright and prerogative : nor would I attempt any thing iacon- 
Allens therewith. | ey 5 
About two years ſince, | pablifhed a treatiſe called vxion, - 
ing the relation ſubſiſting een Chriſt and his church: the def 
of which was to ſhew the equity of God's laying injquity upon Cher 
who was, in himſelf, holy, harmleſs, and undefiled; Hy ke v t 
tranſaction . glorified God in the higheſt ; proclaiming peace on 
« earth, and good will towards men.” I ſay, to ſhew the truth and 
equi | of this, upon the principle of anion, was my aim in publiſhing 
ny ts Shag £07 | 
It was immediately attack'd by one, who ſtood ready to devour 
it as ſoon as it was born; and who was, therefore, reſolved before it 
faw the light; upon combating it as ſoon as it ſhould appear, But 
having much reaſon to conclude him influenceq by envy and th 
luſt of controverſy, I was filent : befides, ſhould the truth be adjudge 


to be, on the fide of him who. has the laſt word (which is ſome- 


times the caſe) I knew I had no chance with this, perſon ; and there- 
fare determined not to anſwer him a word: and whilſt he gives 
me reaſon thus to judge of him, I ſhall always treat bim with the 
amo indifference. | . 5 
The next, who entered the field againſt it, were, the Revietyers, 
3s they are pleaſed to ſtile themſelves, monthly and critical, | 
The /e dixit of one was, wat it was the ignorant performance ol 
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an illiterate fanatic. Here I found, that ſcurrility was to ſupply the 
place of argument; and that if William of Wyckham's maxim be true, 
« manners make the man,” I had nothing to encounter from thi; 
quarter, but what the apoſtle fought with at Epheſus. | 
The others indeed were ſomewhat more prolix : they quoted a paſ- 
ſage from the preface of that book, to prove me no friend to righ- 
teouſneſs : but it is abundantly obvious, they either never read the 
book with impartiality and candour; or that they underſtood not 
what they read. However to do them juſtice, they ſhine in their 
proper ſphere ; and from thence without doubt the public muſt feel 
their influence: they point a comma to an hair; and can ſhew you 
the very minute and prodigious difference between a colon, ſemicolon, 
period, interrogation, parentheſis, apoſtrophe, &c. &c. &c. &c. Nor 
is it to be doubted, but they can tell you what + Priſcian's head” 
is; and make it appear, that I broke it, thro* their being a letter 
too much in one word, and a wrong letter in another; altho' both 
theſe words are in other parts of the book ſpelt right; and there- 
fore, at leaſt a preſumptive proof of the miſtakes being an overſight 
of the printer. | | | WEIS BE. 
* Theſe criticifms appeared in ſomewhat leſs than two years after 
the printing of my book ; and oy, in ſubſtance this, that one 
did not underſtand it ; the other, that he has little more to obje& to 
it, than the want of a letter in ſome of the words, which they and 
all the world well knew the meaning-of. Tr WA = 
I muſt confeſs I could never fully credit the report of the Heathen 
oracles, bearing a favourable teſtimony of 7e/us Chrift; nor do I ex- 
pect they ever will: tho' 1 am told, there is a certain incenſe, which, 
when —_— properly, gives them a ſweet feeling ; and makes 
them determine favourably. I fall never practiſe the pious fraud; 
and indeed, it would very much ſurprize them, if they knew how 
little I regard their cenſure, or their 1 ˙ 7 as the former cannot, 
in the leaſt, depreſs me, no more could the latter exalt me if I had 
jt. Leaving thoſe to the uninterrupted enjoyment of their own 
conceit, and ſelf importance; I proceed to take notice, that the 
next, who entered the liſts againſt the union, was one Mr. Ma/on : 
of what ſc or party I know not; tho' Lam told, he is, in his ge- 
neral character, a methodift. It ſeems, he is a man very famous for 
controverſial ſcribling. Whoever has read the ArrEAL with impar- 
tiality, will think me abundantly juſtified in my manner of treating 
the author and his e in this my reply. ee e 
Mr. Mafon enticles his bock Antinomian Hereſy exploded, in 
an Appeal to the Chriſtian World againſt the Unſcriptural Doctrines 
« and Licentious Tenets of Mr. James Relly, advanced in his Treatiſe 
« of Union.” And that this propoſition might ſtand conſpicuous, he 
has given two title pages to each, book, Surely he ſeems to have 
heen well aware, that his chief ſtrength lay in his title-page; and 
that he judged right in that particular, I need not many words to 
fiew; the Appeal itfelf ſaves me that trouble. Antinomian 
| | es « Hereſy 


ing words, forcible and argumentative 


4 £40 | | 
« Hereſy : Unſcriptural Doctrine: Licentious Tenets.“ | High Wund- 


© 1 


. Maſon, like other inflammatory writers and ſowers of ſedition, 


firſt conſidered the people for whom he wrote; and then ſuited his 


title-page to them. The characters of ſuch I may here4/ter for the 
uſe of t domes poſſibly conſider. E 
The title- page, as I obſetved, is exactly calculated far their ſpirits, 
and gr who are not well acquainted with mankind: And 
yet ſuch, who are not well acquainted with mankind, eſpecially 
with thoſe of Mr. Maſou's character, might poſſibly have expected 


from a man of his . inward experience and holineſs,” a little milder 


treatment; and that he would not have been fo forward to give re- 
oachful names to men, eſpecially ſuch names as ſebje& them to the 
hatred and rage of their fellow creatures, upon ſuch ſlight and tri- 
vial grounds: however I am furprized, that He and his reviſer, 
ſhould be fo very coſtive in their invention as to be obliged to make 
uſe of that old hackney threadbare charge of Antinomianiſm. Why 
had they not ſtudied ſome new charge; or have called Alexander 
Roſs or Edward's Gangrene to their affiſtance, rather ' than lay 
themſelves under the obligation of uſing a term fo hack'd and ban- 
died about from generation to generation; and which, as they de- 
fine it (except to a'malicious ſpirit) never had an exiſtence in any 
of the race of Adam but in name ; to which truth my antagoniſt ap- 
= to be a perfect ſtranger? Or was it becauſe themſelves have been 
ithefto conſidered as Antinomians by their opponents, that they 
would thift the hateful name upon others? For my part, as far as 
the word has any meaning in it, I abſolutely deny the charge ; and 
can with ſome degree 'of eaſc make it appear, that it belongs to 
Mr. Maſon rather than to me. | 
+ I apprehend the word (Antinomian) fignifies one abo is 
the law. To make void the lazy through faith, Sc. But I am not 
againſt the law ; nor does my doctrine tend that way: and this my 
opponent muſt be ſenſible of, if he has ever read the book he writes 
againſt: for there, in my anſwers to the objections, I have ſhewn at 
large, that ſuch only are ſaved by the goſpel who are approved 
« of by the law.“ I believe with the apoſtle, rhe lazu aua, given, that the 
offence might abound, that the offence might abound in wn EE 
and thought of every creature under heaven; that all fleſh, being guilty, 
might keep filence before God, I am alſo perſuaded that man- 
kind cannot be juftified before God, but thro” the fulfilling of this 
law. Hence the neceſſny of Chrif, as the Lono' our * + 4 
Again, after we have believed, the law continues as a rule of righ- 
teouſneſs : by which Mr. Major might ſre, if he had an eye to fee 
and an heart to underſtand, the fallacy of his own righteouſneſs, 
and the glory and perfection of Chri/f”s righteouſneſs : and therefore 
with what propriety can it be faid, I am againſt the law, or an Anti- 
nomian ? 1 ſhall now ſhew, that the author of the Appeal and his 
adherents are inderd aint the law; and therefore Antinomians ras 
ther chan ms. 
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When I. endeavoued to ſhew the principle of union, t 
Chrift in the people, and the Ferber in Hin. 2 of mankind m 
{5 in ene, thro! his folkling all righteouſneſs, c. Mr. Man calls 
hie a figments” Wn 2 — one * in that boqk, or 
advancing any thing like an argument hi And is for joining 
— repentance fait , and holineGs with - 44 4 calls che e 
aſe of j juſtification, viz, the os, death, blood and rig 
85 Gan: Man Chill Nu.; thus mak ing void the law thro” fad, 
eltabliſhing faith as the exercife of theis faculties in ſeeing, knowing, 
ttuſting. Ec. and not Chrift's fulflling the law, as their zy/fifcariog. 
Such as theſe deny ang ritua/ity wa 'y LN of the law, by, 0 
— . x ju pt N pany fa 0 
own reckoving, they axe only ſo i by „ 
Curſid is ev be who continueth nat in . i * 17 — 


ten in the of the law te do them, 
bs, and br ing the bling, Pf be he poi: 

L ſhew t = againſt the 1 | 
called Axtinonign: from their ſuppoſed abuſe of the 

done of grace from their doing evil that may come, I d 
the — ge, I anathematize the ſentiment; nor have I any acquain 
with, men. of this charaQex. But yet chere are. thoſs in w 
who, 4 themſelves arthodex in divinity, concerned for 
— — n and powerful · advocates for : inward work, hays 
erged vary _ 22 changer, Ark mh view to 
ous ſouls, from w y file “ heretical deluſions, and to kee 

pon fol. om —— ae A they 
have not thought it beneath them to take part with —— — 5 of 


the brethren; and to {| all manner of evil Gael inſt the 
for Chriſis name ſake ; ave; this is not doin 2 7 fig — 


come, and therefore for Amtinomiai in the wor Caſe tha Ex be 
don't know what is. 

But not to dwell too long upon ſuch matters as theſe, let us now 
conſider the book. itſelf, ng ws notice how Mr. M4/on ſets off. 

Except at this ee time 4 s he) ſcarcely, if ever, was it known, 
that any author or preach 1 ſo far from che truth, as to 
run into ſuch looſe, Ai ptural, 22 licentious principles, as to 
« maintat, that either, yu leſs both, faith and good \ works are 
«« excluded as unneceſſary to eternal life and ſalvation.” Query, 
Whether does Mr. Maſan pgs between 32 ſinner's juſtification 
in the ſight of God, and eternal life and ſalvation ? J Niould think 
not. And if not, then his propoſition is this: . that before 
« there never was an author, or preacher, who excluded either Faith 
or good works from juſtification. to eternal life, much leſs bath.” 
Or ring he ſenſele cad with Terms, making diſtinctions in a di- 
vine ſynonimy ; in to ſhew, that cho it it has been often con- 
troverted, eried, Whe ther Julibestion be by faith or works, yet che neceſ- 
lity of hoth to eternal life was never denied but by me | If he does 


not thus diſtinguiſh, what à propoſition ! thas until now, there was 
dee 


2 > 


TEE ² ↄ ↄ . 


E#3 


never known an abthor or preacher, ho excluded ri ber much len 
zend Faith and good works, as Lag fon to juſtification?” I-can- 
not ſay, The 8 give mvidio en ; I would therefore, 
as Toft and calm as polfibte, alk, E Ae Wh 2 | catholic ? 
Cores de does not call HthiEIF a proteſtant upon rs pribeipies? If 
he does, I am obliged to fay, he is very ignorant of their prinerples ; 
and very Httle Ante nb the WAIT of Qiferehice between 
"—_ and the eharth of Ronre. | 
But penny de will infift on his not intendin jutifichtion'; but 
yer rage wn nar Very well. Pray What is _ meaning of 
oſe words o apoſtle, ** by grace ye 8 Eph. ii. 5 
es. For by Te fools wth; Tie wi of ole, 
#5; cle yift of Ou. And again, Ads xv, 11. But we belitor, that; 
n he grate of bur Lord u Chi, abe pull be Jarutl de — 
And again, Wb Bath Javed, and talltd is auth - holy ting,” wo! 
2 — _—_ . "le 10 his od 5 att, ybith 
oh Hy. 711 1 5 B. J. 9. 
wok Mr. "He not N 2 i theſe Actors And ers. 
Indeed 1 could 7 him many tore Adthorities, not only from 
the' ketiptuses, but front ſundry author and rachel, Whom, he, 
bimſelf, woutd allow 10 be good men, aud who, log "before I wal 
both, -aMferted dat ae . 2 2555 And not by ont ohn Bath, 
al ür own good wotks. But, us very little r to Rum 
cle in d. K. de matters myſelf, 7h ok fond of fotciji —— 


| hers. What he will do with thoſe T have alr 
== I'knvow not. | e 


charge aint me, is, that T exclude both Ay 
mn as tree to eternal life and ſalvation. Why did pe E 
public what 1 founded my hope on; 


= he cart 7 — 
op hope) If not on fach or works No; Mr. N. ae 
better chan Mt cdmes'to: That would by ho means Have wnfwered 
k5s end. He hit à two-fold reaſon for his filence in that particular; 
if; That, he Wight not, by ſhewing, I propoſed Chriff Ale the ſal- 
vation of mankind, give this as a reaſon of his charge againſt me: 
and, /2tty; That he not ſet me in too favourable: a light; but 
Weave me i 4 man, who, having denied both farch and Worte, is 
* f ſentiment, und unfit for ſociety. * 
his brethren, the ſons of rimace, and decelt he pretend 

to 1 —— of en ing ſo bad in opinion of the Bd. les of 
any profeſſor of clitiftianity.; and of being exceedingly cautious of 
firing ſo groſs and unchriftian a charge upon any ene who takes upon 
him do be a preacher of the goſpel of holineſs, And yet, in che very. 
next words adds, « yet ſuch is the peculiar hereſy of this d 
This brings to my remembrance the ſtory of the crocodile, who is * 
co weep over the human body, and then eat it up. 

* to Mr. Ma/or's coin» and caution in this particular, t that! 


on, give ty al reader an opportunity of noticing it: 
but is did in fixing the charge of hereſy, is AY — 


he 


! 


131 

he does it by negatives: N or do n faith * 

good ; works, neceſlary . eternal life, and ſalyation ; 

Large arp beregics !. 5; m part, 2 heretic io be 

a perſon, who e and 70 ps — way of ſalvation than 

Fol 2 752 af now I find, ;according to our friend Ma/on, that | it's 
he: worſt, of hereſies to have a our dependance on Chrip. 

8 . 42 have faith and warks which be talks of, 
and more than he has ever yet conceiv'd of, and this perſon deny that 
his faitl Bi 5 works, or wh juſtifies him, gives him eternal life, and 
faves h 3 to my SE ſuch, an one muſt be an he- 
retic. 57 

72155 Suppoſe a perſon to be utterly deſtitute of this faith and 
works, his lite wholly debanch'd and abandon'd, but yet zealous for 
the doctrine of ſalvation by faith and works? As an oppoſite to the 
former his character muſt be the reverſe. Thus, * 2 to our di- 

ine, the highwwayman may be orthodox and not to be revetied, whilf 

the faithful gy 4 975 Teles, as N. in ſpirit, and as upright in 

2 as Mr himſelf, or his gags mult be 8 as 
an her 


Aſter the charge of hereſy, * an extravagant 
of rds oY de the th a doctrine, an hereſy; 
why 4 yet deſc 175 , 2 „t in its negative ;., viz. 1 


1 f 
man ind ; are, not juſtify'd, n 17 by — and 77 2 (but ſorely 
th vag Wk rann w 51 15 ſalvation, if not 
and 115 concludi ragraph \ 75 „Hale heed a yg mou 
ear,” Fg as 1 25 to fay, hear, me only, 
wok 85 the queſtion. He then tells us, that I "Rely is = 
or 0 105 for the obſeryations already r py 1 Nad nan ; erroneous 
40 ici les, 2 licentious doctrines, are 3 evident; 
ad, he, Mr. Ma/on, ee e e. 
5 90 tion from the preface of the Union, p- 36. T 
15 s he, is not afraid to tread the moſt 4 —.— 
40 — 4 res 6 walk therein updiſtyrbed, notithſlanding the clamorous 
« accuſations of i 5 95 novelty, and 1 
, How this Irovey t e charge above hinted at, $ very. -4;ffcult. to de- 
miez it F by 1 no 10% he relative to it, Therefore the. reaſon 
of his « qr this was that he might have go portunity of  ſhew-, 
ing his wit for you muſt know our frien i. notwithſtandin 
the faith, wtnility; meekneſs arid heavenl -mindedneſs, &c. Rich 
he declares himſelf po ſſeſed of, has hardly enough to keep 
himſelf ſerious ; infornich that whilſt he is combating ſuch dangerous 
hereſies, on the IR of mankind from which, nothing leſs 
than their eternal ſalvation depends, he cannot. refrain from witti- 
ciſms: hence it was, he made this r that he might have oc- 
caſion to reply, I would not diſturb him in his reveries“ prodi- 
gious ! how argumentative ! I ſuppoſe he alſo wanted to inform the 
public by this, that 1 am fond of novelties, and of being fi ngular, 


tho” if vor] be by being a heretic ; but if he mult needs . "ory 
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of that paſſage, why did he mutilate it? Why did he not quote the 
whole ae I fay, that to illuſtrate that cogrand capita 5 
tion of the Saviour's, 7 am the truth, I am nat afraid to tread the 
„ moſt unfrequented path, &c. affectation of being ſingular from 
« ſelfiſh views, I bot abominable : and as an equal a mination 
* the attempt to ſnun the croſs, when ſtanding in the path of truth.“ 
Thoſe are my words relative to what he has quoted: but he had 
not honeſty enough to take notice of them ; from whence it is pretty 
evident, his aim is more to mflame mankind againſt ne, than to in- 
ſtruct bem, or convince me. - This is another evidence of the extra- 
ordinary work of the ſpirit upon Mr. Maſan's heart. 
He no proceeds to give his reaſons for writing to the public, 
rather than to me, I would by no means attempt to diſturb Him in 
« his reveries: but as I am incl d to animadvert pon, to enter my 
“ proteſt againſt, and by ſcripture to detect and confute ſome er- 
* roneous poſitions, deluſive aſſertions, and car ras doctrines 
* he has been plcaſed to make and advance; I would rather.chooſe 
„to ſubmit an appeal to the Chriſtian world, than diſturb the au- 
* thor. himſelf wh an addreſs thereon.” Page 4. His caution of 
diſturbing the author, ſeems to be of the compoſite order: the wit, 
the ſneer, the deecit, the piety, are all very conſpicuous in it. The 
ehe intimates that a man ought to be admoniſhed; and that more 
than once, before he be cenſured and rejected as an heretic: but 
Mr. Ae, does not chooſe that method, he would rather cenſure 
and xeject firſt; and then inſtead of ag, him, make an 
Appeal to the world; and that forſooth, becauſe he would not di, 
fturb the author himſelf with an addreſs ; whereas he meant no- 
thing leſs than diſturbing him in the moſt effectual manner, by | 
tn Wb in a vile and brutal form ; and then delivering him 
over, to the multitude to be baited, He would not diſturb him, by 
touching an hair of his head himſelf; but he would tear him in pieces 
by popular prejudice. Another extraordinary fruit of holineſs in 
| "Li. Ta | = | 
As to his inclination to animadverſion, he is very welcome to gratify 
it; and jf he js inclined to be cenſor general of authors, I have no ob- 
jection, provided he limits his determinations to what he underſtands z. 
and then I ſhould not be troubled with him, as appears by his 
own” confeſſion; page 31 note, © To underſtand him is very difficult, 
to explain his meaning almoſt impoſlible,” . To ſet about confuting 
what he does not underſtand, is going to ſea without a compals : 
ſurely none but Mr. Maſon, who moves by inſpiration, would attempt. 
ſuch a thing ! what prodigious courage, or faith, or what ſhall We 
call it, muſt that man have, who ventures to explore the mighty 
deep without a compaſs ! And why ſhould not the wonderful author 
of the Appeal, who has ventured to explain what was ſo very near 
Inpofiibility, have the ſame honours paid him ? I am perſuaded the 
generous public will not be beckons to give him his due, oy; 


x Tbs Ne 
are always for rewarding merit, eſpecially that of a genius which 
not appear above once in NA = 
Speaking of my book, he ſays, © I hope a zeal for the truth, 
, conſiſtent with the ſpirit of meekneſs, will juſtify my attempt to 
e point out ſuch principles; try them by the ſtandard of God's word, 
« ſhew their inconſiſtency with the oracles of truth, and the dan- 
gerous effects and licentious conſequences they are pregnant with, 
and which they muſt naturally bring forth, page 4.” We ſhall 
have an opportunity as we go on, to judge of his ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, and whether it be conſiſtent with his zeal or not; and by this 
we ſhall be able more fully to fix the meani 2 of his terms. Says 
our author, Happy ſhall I think myſelf, if hereby I may be the 
« means of deterring others from ſtepping aſide into the ſame un- 
„ frequented path of fingularity, novelty, and hereſy, which this 
author has unhappily ſtrayed into, and is ſo far blinded as to miſ- 
* take the broad - road of error, for the narrow path of truth; though 
« he is bold enough to declare, he is not afraid to walk in it.” 
Da 
= t 3 matter of doubt with me, but that Mr. Maſon would think 
it an addition to his happineſs could he effect this: for then, to 
the many claims he has already upon Chri/t, he would have one 
more, have not I caſt out devils in thy name; though I am apt to 
think, he muſt be content with his preſent ſtation, and that -convic- 
tion and converſion work will go on but ſlowly by his means. 
The apoſtle Paul had ſuch an abhorrence of law- ſuits maintained 
before the heathen by the chriſtians of the firſt age, that he (when givin 
them directions how to adjuſt thoſe matters among themſelves) ad, 
viſed them, to ſet the aueake// among them to judge in ſuch af- 
fairs : and one would imagine the Methodiſts followed his rule in the 
confutation of my book; ſince they could not have made choice of 
one among them, having any capacity for writing, who leſs underſtood 
the doctrines of Chrif, and would take more 'pains to eftabliſh his 
own righteouſneſs ; of which, thoſe, who underſtand thoſe doctrines, 
have a very recent proof in the Appeal. 4 
For my part, I reſpe& the goſpel as a diſpenſation, which is not 
in word only ; but which is in x demonſtration of power and of 
the Holy Gheft: for which cauſe I would not give a ſingle farthing to 
have any man of my ſentiments reſpecting opinions; becauſe it would 
not profit him, And if Mr. Ma/or's aim is to deter people from ſtep- 
ping aſide to change their opinions, ſo be it, I have no objection. 
believe it would be much better for us, if our Saviour ſaw it 
right, to get rid of all, who live by opinions only ; and therefore 
may they all be Mr. Maſou's converts, fay I. But ſurely he cannot 
be ſo far puffed up in his fleſhly-mind, as to imagine his piece will 
affect N one among us, who knows the truth in ſpirit: there are 
none of thoſe, who have fo learned Chrif, as to be moved in the leaſt 


hy the arguments of a man ſo intoxicated with the pride of his ow 
; righ- 


1 


righteouſneſs ; ſo vefy ignorant both of himſelf and of Chrif ; nor 
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1 will he be able to deter any one, who from a real conviction of its 
being the -truth, draws near to embrace it. | 
, He cannot help making mention again of the ·unfrequented path 
0 of ſingularity, novelty and hereſy:“ and would fain inſinuate, that it's 
, the broadway. The ſcriptures ſay, The way is broad, which leadeth 
8 to deftruttion ; and many there be aubo walk therein: but He will ſcarcely 
, allow any perſon beſides myſelf to walk therein. One while he harps 
1 upon its being an unfrequented path, and would needs have it be | 
3 heretical on that account: then it is with him the broad-road of * 
$ error, tho? it has but few walking in it: whilſt the narrow path of F 
s truth has its thouſands travelling therein. Thus Proteus like, he can | 
F aſſume any ſhape, if by any means he might prove me wrong. I doubt F 
4 the Antinomians, as my opponent is pleaſed to call them, are in 10 
: number too few, according to his principles, to be the only people, . 1 
: who walk in the broad-way of deſtruction, and therefore till we hap- 1 
h pen to be a more numerous body, we will lay our claim to the I 
privileges belonging to the few. | 3 th 
The reaſon of his dividing his work into chapters, with ſuch pom- 9 
K pous titles, I ſee not, unleſs it be in emulation of Cervantes, Fiel. 7 
0 ing, Triſtram Shandy, &c, or it may be in imitation of a reverend ro- 1 
6 mance writer of another caſt, whoſe empty performances generally 4 
K run in ſuch a form as this. | 4 
9 As to his firſt chapter, I do not find I have much to do with it, al 
It contains Mr. Ma/or's creed, where he has undertaken to direct the 2 
d Almighty in his ways with man; nor will he make any ſcruple to 5 
5 call that hereſy, which tallies not exactly with the rules by him pre- 12 
4 ſcribed. I have indeed read it over with ſome attention, and am is 
j obliged to return ſome of his compliments by declaring my mind; 4 
j which is, that he is of the parrot kind ; and knows, by what he calls 9 
f inward experience, juſt as much as that bird knows of what it talks. A 
a Such, an artificial, formal, ſpiritleſs account of the ceconomy of ſal- 4 
g vation, I never read before. | 4 
, I would venture to affirm, notwithſtanding he talks much of the i 
inward work upon the heart, that this account was never calculated 7 
: from the heart; butſis altogether head-lumber, gathered from tradition, 3 
f and digeſted into form, as a rule for God to act by; and that I do not : is 
: ſpeak this from party-prejudice, or becauſe He 1s at 22 my an- 4 
d tagoniſt, muſt certainly be evident more or 4% to all, who read it | 
1 without partiality: and yet, tho' he has chalked it out with fo. 4 
much . and form, it is not without its manifeſt contradictions. .4 
a Even in the beginning of the chapter, he ſays, The only merito- 4 
: « rjous and procuring cauſe of the juſtification, pardon and ſalvation of 1 
5 « ſinners, is the life and death, attoning blood and ſpotleſs righteouſ- 1 
| i, neſs of the God-man Chrift Je/ur ; this is the peculiar and diſtin- 4 
5 « guiſhing doctrine of the 1 of the grace of God: therefore it 4 
1 6 Fas been received and gloried in as ſuch, by the people of God in . 
. every age of the chriſtian * „ * | ® 
Fe . 2 1 


And yet, in the beginning of his book, he ſays, that until e, 
never author or preacher excluded either, much leſs both, faith and. 
geocl "works, as unpeceſlary, to eternal life and ſalvation. And alſo, 
in this chapter, after he had ſtated his procuring cauſe, which he 
ſays, is Chri/t, immediately adds But that it follows from hence, 
« that finners are made partakers of glory, happineſs and eternal 
« life, without repentance, faith and holineſs, is abſolutely de- 
« nied.” What ſaying and unſaying! I find Chri/t is to have but 
à very ſmall ſhare in the works of ſalvation. 
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According to Mr. Maſon, Chri/t is to merit and procure juſtification, 
eternal life and ſalvation for us by our oqws repentance, faith and holi- 
neſs : which anſwers to this propoſition, Chri/? died that wè might be 
ſaved by our obedience to the law. * l 
F have already hinted, that it is probable he diſtinguiſhes between 
Juſtification and ſalvation; affirming the firſt, to be merited and pro- 
cured by Chri/t ; but the latter, to be obtained only by repentance, 
faith and holineſs. How will he determine in regard to infants ? 
Our Saviour ſays, their angels behold his Father's face: they are 
certainly objects of eternal life and ſalvation ; and yet they are ſin- 
ners, born in fin; but they cannot repent, believe, or obey : how 
then are they ſaved? For my part, I am weak enough to.think, that 
there is more merit in the obedience and blood of Jeſu, than in 
their repentance, faith and holineſs, if they had it; but, as they are 
incapable of it, I ſee no reaſon, why they ſhould not be ſaved through 
him, who is the away, the truth and the life. i704 
Mr. Ma/en has two accuſations againſt me in this chapter; the 
firſt of which I ſhall now paſs by, as I remember it is repeated in 
the fixth chapter; and there I ſhall have occaſion to notice it. 
The other is, that I deny the members of Je/us are influenced to 
«« perſonal holineſs: or, yo uſe fcripture language, that they either 
d or can bring forth the fruits of righteouſne/s, fruit unto holineſs, 
« fruit unto God in themſelves” | _ TNT | 
Had this man applied to me, I would have ſaved him the tron- 
ble of putting any expreſſions of mine to the rack, in order to raiſe 
ſuch a propoſition, b 8515 him plainly, that, I do deny and explode 
the notion of mani —— forth ſuch fruit in themſelves, 
which by meriting the divine complacency, bears the character he 
has given them: and that, firſt, becauſe the ſcriptures have no where 
afferigd it Pp ſecondly, becauſe aur 2 has 2 Be contrary, 
ying, from me is your fruit found : and in John 15, where he ſnews, 
has, as the branch Cannot bring forth 8238 it abide in the 
vine, fo, neither can we, except we abide in him. A plain inti- 
mation we only bring forth fruit in him ; but Mr. Maſon: ſays, our 


* * 


fruit. is found from ourſelves, that “ we bring forth the fruit. 


« of righteouſneſs, and holineſs unte God in ourſelves, page 7, 
l e the ſenſe of the . 
quoted, as : 


mall now ſhew : tho' he is very- angry in behalf, — 
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this propofition ; but T hope it is holy anger, fuch as a man of his 
plety tnay be capable c, i een ee en 

He calls the denial of bringing forth the fruits of Aghtecufneſs 
unto holinels in our/elves, abiird and irrational; but ſure I am, it 
would be much more abſurd and irtational to believe what. he 2 's 
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I can, as eaſily believe the doctrines of tranſubſtantiation, as that ö 
Mr. Maſon brings forth thoſe fruits in himſelf. Shall hor/ſer run (4 
upon the roch? Will one plowy there with irs, Yor e have turned judp- 


ment iſo gal and the. fruit of righteouſue/s into hemlock. Hethtock is 4 
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is not in the bible; but is one of his own making, by putting 
ſundry fcriptural words ache And as to his ſaying, it would 
be well for me to take notice of his diſtinction, I muſt tell him, it 
is not new: his fore-fathers the Phariſces made it long before him 
I 12 often heard it, and as often rejected it, for its impropriety 
and folly. | | | 
It of us, but not of and from us, a 4 diſtinckion! 
Why then it is not ours: we, do not bring it forth. Can we be 
ſaid to bring forth, in our/elves,, any fruit which is not of u and from, 
us ? Sure common ſenſe will determine the contrary ! WP 
The author of the Appeal begins his ſecond chapter, ſaying, «x. 
„ ſhall here preſent my reader with a quotation from Mr. Re/h”s book 
« of Union, a very ſtriking one indeed! it contains, I think, the 
« moſt unparalleled abſurdity, ſhocking perverſion of the meaning, 
« and the moſt licentious comment that was ever put roy the word 
« of Scripture : the apoſtle ſaith, according to Mr. Reis ſuptation. 
that God hath given to us eternal life, and that this life is in nis 
« Son; and that be who believeth not this record, hath made God 


« a liar: from whence, faith Mr. Nelly, it is plain, that he, who. be- 
, cc lieveth not, hath eternal life given him in the-Son of God, as fully , 
« as him who believeth, page 7, 8.” 


| Now where is the abſurdity, the ſhocking perverſion, and licen- 
tious 
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tious comment, the moſt ſo, that ever was put upon the words of 
ſeripture? I ſay, where is the ground of ſuch a charge, except in 
the malice and virulence of an enemy? Since he ſeems to intimate, 
thet I have miſquoted the text, becauſe, tho” the ſubſtance is there, 
yet every word is not mentioned. I quote it again, He that beliewveth 
not God hath made him a liar ; 33 he helieweth not the record that 
God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given 10 us 
eternal life : and this life is in his Son. : | 
Doth it not appear from hence that the record, which God re- 
-quireth mankind to believe, is this, that he hath given them eternal 
life in his Son? Does he, who believeth not, make God a liar in 
this particular? The ſcriptures affirm he does. And I would aſk, 
wherein doth he make God a liar? Is it not by a diſbelief of the 
ruth of this propoſition * that God hath given him eternal life.” Is 
it not evident from hence, that the gift of God in Chrift Jeſus which 
is our eternal life, was antecedent to our knowledge or belief thereof? 
J fay again, it is plain, that he, who believeth not, hath eternal life 
given him in the Son of God as fully as him who believeth : Otherwiſe, 
he unbeliever, by refuſing the gift, by diſbelieving the record, could 
not make God a liar. I appeal to reaſon and common ſenſe, to de- 
termine if my reaſoning on this paſſage is not true, and my infe- 
rences juſt; and was the author of the Appeal as expert in thinking 
as he is in braying, he muſt needs have ſeen it. But his anſwer to 
it is, © it is plain! Juſt as plain as, that theſe words inform us, Mr. 

« Relly is an Iriſh biſhop,” page 8. ; STD 
Low, trifling punſter. Is the matter of ſo litile importance as to 
be treated with ridicule ? What has my name to do with my argu- 
ment ? What could he promiſe himſelf by playing with my name ? 
Did he imagine it would frevethin his cauſe by letting the public 
know, I was of an Iriſh extract? Or, elſe, why Relly an Iriſh 
% . biſhop ?” Or is it becauſe the witty Mr. Maſon cannot forbear ſhew- 
ing his prodigious talents ? poſſibly there may be ſomewhat of that 
in it too: for now I remember he mightily affected the punſter in 
his book againſt Dr. Free, punning upon the name Free:“ A 
punſter and 2 /aint, are an odd contraſt ; but many ſuch muſt be re- 
conciled, . before his teſtimony of himſelf and his adherents can be 
believed. 

But whoever imagines him a wit, muſt alſo acknowledge the 
mine to be very deep, and for every penny 14 * of true ore, ſo 
many hundred weight of earth, that the vein is by no means worth 
following : his friends will do well therefore to adviſe him to give it 
up, leſt it ſhould be his ruin. | 

After, this fooliſh merry andrew argument, he appeals to the 
reader: ſaying © Reader, I appeal to your judgment. Does any 
« thing like it appear from the words of the apoſtle? Is not this 
« concluſion the moſt forced and unnatural ; an inference or de- 
« duQion quite foreign to the, ſenſe of the apoſtle? For * be- 
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« loved diſciple, in the very next verſe, aſſerts, he that hath not the 


« Son, hath not life : therefore, ſo far from its being plain, that there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon or common ſenſe to ſupport this 
* gloſs; but it is as contrary to the apoſtles meaning, as light is 
„to darkneſs, and error to truth. Amazing, that any author 
«« ſhould attempt to palm ſuch glaring” abſurdity, ſuch palpable 
«« falſehood upon mankind, for the truth of chriſtianity. page 8.” 
I appeal to all the world, if there is not in his words the ſtro 

and moſt manifeſt conjunction of impudence, and ignorance, 
ever appeared in print? What I advanced, I advanced argumenta- 
tively ; as you may perceive by reading my book of ux1on;*you 
ſee, he has not offered one argument in oppoſition to it; but with 
all the raſcality of words has aim'd at crying it down; ſuch as 
« unparalleled abſurdity : ſhocking perverſion : Ricentions comment: 
« forced and unnatural concluſion: glaring abſurdity : palpable 
*« falſhood :” theſe are his arguments; and what do they prove? 
but the impudence, and folly of him, who would attempt to impoſe 
upon the public thereby. OE 
As to that paſſage, he that hath not the Son, hath not life, it makes 
fully againſt him: it proves in connection with the foregoing text, 
that the life which God hath given us in his Son, can only be enjoyed 
by having his Son, and not any ſham appearance, which may be 
dignified by that name: he who hath the Son hath life ; becauſe God 
hath already given him life in his Son: but he who miſtakes his 
own pious appearances, for the Son, he hath not life; but lies 
dead in that character, which abideth under the wrath of God. 
The next paragraph is calculated to throw the odium of believing 
univerſal Salvation upon me: but except Mr. Maſon may be ſup- 
poſed to know what I believe, better than I do myſelf, T here tell 
the public, and him alſo, that he hath lied againſt the truth, in 
accuſing' me of this. | wy 

\ I challenge him to produce from my writings, one propoſition of 
this nature, more /o than the words of the apoltles : as the following, 
And be it 7 e for our fins, and _ ours only, but alſo for t 
fins of the adhole world, John it. 2, That he by the grace of God, ſhould 
tafte death for every man, Heb. ii. 9. That if one died for all, then auere 
all dead, 2 Cor. v. 14. Who gave bimſelf a ranſom for all, to be 
teſtified in due time, 1 Tim, ii. 6. For all ſhall know me, from the leaſt, 
to the greateſt, Heb, viii. 11. Therefore as by the offence of one man, 
[ ft came upon all men to condemnation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs 
of one, the free gift came upon 'all men unto juſtification of life, Rom. v. 
18. And all fleſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation « i God, Luke iii. 6. For 
as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor, 
XV. 22. | | 

\ Becauſe I have treated the ſcriptures impartially, and have not 
endeavoured by many words, and a laboured ſophiſtry, to| ſhew that 
the term all means only a few; I muſt be deemed a pxſon who 
holds univerſal ſalvation. Why are not the apoſtles reckoikgd _ ? 
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, as to ſach who. beljexc, * aim is to build them. up in the 
Fer of the Son of. G Gad, in the wnity of the faith, ta the penfeet 
an, 10 i he meaſure, of the ſtature, of the fulngſi of Chriſt, That per- 
— who hath no other witneſs, or knowledge 1 1 ſal vation, but 
the opinion of its being uni verſal; we 7. the ſame light as 
we.do tha aſe, who from a ſuppoſition of fr hari ſome good in 
, bees themſelres the predeſtinate, and from thence con- 
Jyde their ſafety: that is, that they are both unbelievers reſpecting 
th in Chri/t, not knowing the /criptures nor the paruer of Gad. 
Ihe doctrines of ſalvation, as conditional, particular, or univerſal, 
hath divided the chriſtian world, and crumbled the church into par- 
ties; and yet all thoſe doctrines appear conſpicuous enough, upon 
the face of the /ztter of ſcripture. The man who embraces ang of thoſe 
doctrines in oppoſition to the others, lives in an houſe which is | 
dipided againſt itſelf. | 
ITbis is the caſe with moſt o * opinion e ; hence it is, 
the world groans under perpetual and viplent diſputes about reli- 
gion, whilſt every bigot concludes himſelf and his party, the only 
orthodox, and holy. My pręſent reſolution i is, that neither Mr. Ma ſan, 
nor any other man, ſhall draw me into any diſpute about 750 things 
my diſputations, if I mult needs diſpute, ſhall be, as I conceive, for 
promoting the perſonal glory,-and ſalvation of Ju Chrijt. In him 
I. behold, in perfect harmony, all thoſe doctrines which er ſo 
contradictory on the face of the letter. 
But to the point: with what propriety could this ho oft man, my 
antaghail, make this aſſertian, Here (faith he) lie 5 very N 


1 

& of this perſon's reſolution ; univerſal ſalvation is the grand baſis 
« upon which his fig ment of union is founded,“ page 8. To this I 
might anſwer, but I ſpeak with reverence to the {criptures, a fe. 
bolt is ſoon Mot. Had he firſt proved the deluſion, and me guilty of 
it, he might then have anatomized it, and deſcribed the nature and 
ſtrength of the finews : but as he could not do this, you may conſi- 
der him now as diſſecting a picture of his own painting only, 

How ſtrange the propoſition ! univerſal ſalvation is the ground, 
and baſis, of this author's figment of union: that is, according to his 
logic, the inferences which he (corruptly) draws from my doctrine 
of union, is the ground and baſis thereof: 7. e. the dome on the to 
of Paul's, is the foundation, ground, and baſis thereof! but how will 
he make it out that my doctrine of Union, and univerſal ſalvation, are 
neceſſarily dependant on each other? If there was but one perſon in 
all the world to be ſaved, it would be no argument againſt the 
truth of the doctrine of Union. The doctrine of Union will be 
equally true, whether the whole or only a part of mankind be ſaved. 
It is the method of ſalvation only, which I treat of in the doctrine of 
Union: and not the number of its ſubjects. | 

« But (faith he) this path of doctrine is unfrequented by any of 
&« the ſaints of God,” i. e. Mr. Maſon himſelf does not walk therein: 
a demonſtration that none of the ſaints of God do: or he may be 

allowed to mean, that none of thoſe whom he hath /ainted, or bea- 

zificd, do. Though now I think of it, there is one of no ſmall emi- 
nence in his eſteem, as I ſuppoſe; who in his traverſe, came fo 
near this path, that he even ſtumbled into it at times, as appears from 
his own confeſſion : “ Chrift and his church are actually conſidered 
« a5 one and the ſame perſon. They are one myſtical bay: he the 
„% head, they the members: ſo intimately united, that they are bone 
« of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh. By virtue of which Union, their 
« ſins were puniſhed in him; and by his ſtripes they are healed, they 
« obtain impunity and life, &c. Theron and Ajpa/io, vol. 1. dial. 3. 
t page 72.” 

Here is an Union ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt between Chri/ and his church, 
at haſt ſo early as near two thouſand years ago: and of ſuch a na- 
ture, that they were conſidered as one and the /ame perſon: by virtue 
of which their ſins were puniſhed in him: and they healed by his 
ſtripes, But Mr. Maſon calls this a whim/ical notion of Union, a 
fiement,. &c. and is for having no Union, but what commences on his 
believing: and is dependaiit on the fruits he brings forth in him- 
ſelf. - If he has got any private key to the late cited author's words, 
whereby his meaning is made independant of his expreſſions, ſo be 
it; it weakens not my cauſe. My opponent will have it that man 
is damned for not believing : I would only aſk what he 15 to believe 
to ſalvation, the diſ-belief of which is his ruin? certainly he cannot 
be damned for not believing a lie. But if what he is to believe, 


is not true bre, it would be a lie in him to believe it. - 
CE Is 


D — 
+ be oat 


— — * „ — — . _ 1 = 
— dm — + 4. — * * 2 
- — » es C5 4 
— Xe , * — = OP . "FD 8 2 
— 4 — * FP * —2 - . * = 3 0 12 — B 


— 


EV VS. 


— - 4 
. 


— 


— — 2 
n 


3 
8 — 


—— 


Fs 


— 
ä 


2 — 7 
— 
ö 2 


> L466 . a N * um 
8 gs Ig ! 
F TY:  wonXoraak tc SJE. 


8 


EEE 


— — 2 
=D” * 8 * 
n a Nc 


ys 


. — 
\S £5 
** —— 


1 
if 


1 


Mr. Maſon takes abundance of pains to prove, that man's dam- 
nation is of God, as well as his ſalvation: where he ſtruggles to ſhew, 
that God never gave the gift of eternal life in Cyriſt, to ſuch who die 
In their fins, who die in unbelief; and therefore they periſh, not for 
want of believing, but becauſe in reality God did not give them 
eternal life: and this is notorious, where he ſnarls and grins at me 
throughout the gth page, for having it, as he imagines, in his power 
to infer from my propoſition, that © whoſo dies an unbeliever, hath 
* notwithſtanding eternal life given him in Chrif Fe/as.” TI would 
only aſk wherein conſiſts the evil of unbelief? Is it in its oppoſing 
ſome revealed truch ? Tf it is, that tryth muſt be certain and perma- 
nent; for what has no being, has no oppoſite : beſides this truth muſt 
always remain, elſe unbelief is no longer unbelief; nor is there any 
evil in it: but Mr. Maſon will have it, that unbelief and condem- 
nation thereby, exiſt without it's oppoſite, or that it has no oppoſite: 
no truth to be believed until it's formed by believing. I ſhall ſay 
nothing more to this foolery here; becauſe I have fully anſwered it 
in the 57 and 58th page of the Unioz, to which I refer ſuch, who are 
unfatiscd in this matter. | 

As to his inſinvations at the bottom of the 6th page, That I awre/ 
the ſcriptures to my own deſtrudtion, and that I give ſuch turns 10 it, as 
beſt ſuit a vitiated mind, corrupt principles, &c. it is partly the deſire, 
and partly the prayer of a faint, who would willingly gratify his re- 

robation-inclination with regard to me. 

As to pupils I have none, therefore his ſneer there, is like all his 
doctrine, without foundation: neither do I know of any admirers / 
have: indeed I know ſome, who admire Chriſt much more than he 
does; and who may be ſuppoſed to have much more ſkill in under- 
ſtanding the ſcriptures to the praiſe of Chri/? than what he has: but 
as to his giving the world a ſpecimen of another man's method of 
explaining ſcripture, I ſee not how it relates to me and my book of 

nion, any more than the ignorance and faults of ſundry individuals 
of his own party, relate tq him. But to humour him for once in his 
rambles, let us hear how he ſtates the propoſitions, of theſe ſuppoſed 
miſtaken expounders of ſcripture; and perhaps upon examination, 
they will not be found fo faulty as he imagines. We find him argu- 
ing according to his uſual manner, by crying out, „Hear and 
© wonder, ſurprizing comment! did grammar and ſenſe ever meet 
„ with ſuch avowed enemies before?“ and who would have thought 
the cauſe of grammar and ſenſe lay fo near this author's heart ? 

But let us take a view of the wounds given to this exclaimer's gram- 


mar and ſenſe : he accuſes ſome, whom he is pleaſed to call Antino- 


mians, with ſaying that Chri/t was the man who was born again, or 
from above : And when the ſcriptures ſay, trait is the gate and narrow 
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it; they 
are reported to anſwer, there never was but one who found the away. 
To this the logician anſwers ; . fo, Chriſt is the few here mentioned !” 
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and then exclaims, did grammar and ſenſe ever meet with ſuch avow'd 
enemies before?! I have heard of a perſon who turned thoſe words 
of the apoſtle, bodily exerciſe profireth little into bodily exerciſe profiteth a 
little: by which he maintained contrary to the common received ſenſe 
of the words, that bodily exerciſe is in a meaſure profitable : Doubt« 
leſs this was thought neceffary to ſupport human inventions in bodily 
worſhip : I do not pretend to diſpute his knowledge and ſxill in the 
languages, wherein the ſeriptures were originally wrote: But then 
thofe who profeſs no extraordinary ſkilf in Greek, may be allowed in 
turn to judge of, and to underſtand Engliſh. 

The apoſtle, ſpeaking of bodily exercife, and how far it profiteth; 
faith it profiterh little : and in the next ſentence, tells you, 'with an 
introduction of the particle but, godlingſi is profitable to Ul} things. 
Is not the godfineſs introduced by this particle, here oppofed to t 
bodily exerciſe ? And does it not imply that the bodily exerciſe is no 
part of podlinefs, and therefore is fo far from profiting, that it is leſs 
than any thing? a figure which the ſcriptures are acquainted with, 
and what wwumerical perſons call a minus quantity in algebra: agree- 
able to euſtom, reaſon, and common fenſe. And if the ſcriptures 
are acquainted with this figure, wherein is grammar and ſenſe wound 
ed, by afferting that fen, little, &c. are of the nature of thoſe quan- 
tities ? * 

Mr. Maſen (becauſe our Saviour ſays few there be that find it,] will 
have it, that there are a few who find it; and that it is falſe grammar 
to apply it to Chri/ only. It is poſlible that the people who thus 
apply d it, underſtood by the frait gate and narrow way, the keep« 
ing of the law with a perfect heart: for thus our Saviour deſcribed it, 
But if thou wilt enter into life keep the commandments, Matt. xix. 1 75 
And if the ſtrait gate and the keeping the commandments are equal, 
the queſtion then is, whether did Chrift only enter through the gate? 
or is Mr. Maſon hardy enough to affert, that h and his diſtinguiſhed 
few can enter through alſo? Again, that the Antinomians make the 
works which James ſpeaks of, to be Chrif”s works; and again, when 
our Lord exhorts his diſciples to let their /ight fine before men, that 
they may ſee their good works ; they are reported to ſay, © we are to 
let Chriſi ſhine, and ſhew men is good works.” 

That 7 „ is the chriſtian's light, is, ſo fully taught in the ſerip- 
tures, that ſuch who ſneer at it muſt be remarkably incenſed againſt 
him, before they can declare it hereſy ; and if he is their om, is he 
not the light which is to ſhine before men ? by their believing in 
him, rejoycing and glorifying in im, eſteeming of him as precious, 
and bearing conſtant and faithful witneſs of hin, as all their ho 
and ſalvation ! In this ſhine of light, and this only, their good works 
are ſeen. Whether we reſpect them doing the will of the Father, by 
believing on him, whom he hath fent, &c. or whether the works 
intended are thoſe where it's ſaid, Lord thou wilt ordain peace for in, 
for thou alſo haft wrought all our works in us, Ifa. xxvi. 12. And, 
that the works of Chriſt are to be conſider'd by a Chriſtian, as his 
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own, appears from the Saviour's words: Be of good cheer, I Hau 
overcome the world. Beſides, when in the light of Chri/ it is ſcen, 
that his works are ours, (from union with him) to our juſtification and 
life, men will glorify the Father which is in heaven; which was to 
be the deſign and intention of letting their light ſhine before men, 

With regard to the works of our own hands, ſuch as prayer, 
almſgiving, &c. our Saviour's advice was, that we ſhould do it ſe- 
cretly, and not to be ſeen of men; becauſe it would not only be an 
argument of our vain-glory, but mankind being naturally prone to 
ſeek honour one of another, would allo, on ſuch occaſions, give it 
one to the other, and not to our Father which is in heaven. 

Again he lays, that againſt the ſcripture doctrine of growing in grace, 
this tet has been urg'd, Divers autighis and meaſures are an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. But why muſt they be ſuppoſed to have an enmity 
againſt growing in g ace? I will venture to affirm, they would not be 
incens'd aga nſt Mr. Ma/en for growing in grace: nor have they any 
enmity to the /cripture doctrine of growing in grace, but only to his 
ſenſe of it, in which having deceiv'd bimſelt, he is very angry becauſe 
he cannot deceive them. Nor is that text, ſo very improperly apply'd 
to Mr. Majer's holineſs as he would infinuate; for it ſeems to be 

iven as a reaſon of the challenge, contain'd in the former verſe, 
which is this, J/ho can ſay I have my heart clean? I am pure from my 
fin # Prov. xx. P: And leaſt any one, like the author of the Appeal, 
ſhould imagine himſelf the new creature, the ſanctify'd, the holy in 
himſelf : ſhould ſay, my heart is clean, I am pure from my fin, and 
all becauſe he judgeth himſelf fo in part, in a meaſure; the anſwer is, 
Divers weights and divers meaſures, both of them are alike abomination 

to the Lord, ver. 10. "rp | 
\ Conſidering the law, as the only rule of righteouſneſs, we judge 
there is nothi.v good, but what is approv'd of by that rule; nor 
can that approve of any thing ſhort of perfection: therefore to take 
thoſe epituets to ourielves, which belong only to the perfect man, 
and that becauſe we are good in part, holy in neaſure, is an abomi- 
nation unto the Lord. But as to growing in grace, it is with ſome 
degree of probability I imagine Mr. Maſon to have never yet con- 
ceived of it properly: but is ſeemingly a ſtranger to its nature and 
properties, of Which, his Appeal, is to me no ſmall proof. As 
to Iſa. xxxiu.. 14, who among us Gall duell with devouring fire? who 
among us fall dwell with the everlalting burnings ? I do not wonder 
he is ſo very angry, at their applying this to CHriſi, having been fo 
long in hopes, that it belong'd_ to mankind, to the non- elect, and 
for ſuch who do not think, and act as he does: the conſideration of 
which hath often molt powerfully whetted, his appetite for religion ; 
and therefore the, loſs of his conceit in.this particular, would be no- 
thing leſs than the loſs of his chriſtianity. The words are a plain in- 
terrogation, who among us ſhall davell with, everlaſting burnings * To 
which it is anſwer'd in the following verſe, He that walketh righte- 
e, and ſpeaketh uprightly, He that diſpiſeih the gain of epprefions 
| that 
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1 
f ſbalelh his hands from holding of bribes, that ſtiappeiſh his ears from 
hearing. of blood, and ſputteth his eyes from Jeeing evil ; does not this 
appear to be an anſwer to the interrogation ? That it's the character 
of Chriſt is manifeſt, becauſe mankind, in their own perſons, come 
not up to it in ſcripture: and it would be contrary even to Mr. Ma- 
Jor's divinity to ſend men of this character to hell. But Je/us ſuſtain'd 
it, though holy, harmleſs, and undefiled., I ſuppoſe, my antagoniſt 
would be thought a member of the church of England: there he 
may learn from his creed, if he pays any attention to it, that-Chrif 
deſcended into hell. The apoſtle ſtates the matter thus, Now that he 
aſcended, what is it, but that he alſo deſcended, firſi into the lower parts 
of the earth ? he that deſcended is the Jame alſo that aſcended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things, Eph. iv. , 10, which an- 
ſwers to the words of the prophet, who by giving-the character of the 


ſufferer, proves him to be Chri/t : and then adds in the following verſe, 


He ſhall dwell on high, &c. ſhewing firſt his de/cent then his aſcent: 
it is a great pity the world ſhou'd be a loſer, by not having Mr. Ma- 
ſon's comment upon the place. Without doubt, he could have pointed 
out amongſt the individuals of mankind, not only in character but in 
name and perſon, ſuch who ſhould dwell with devouring fire, with 
everlaſting burnings. RR „„ 
As for the other particulars, that Ch was the man who was 
born again; certainly a man of Mr. Maſon's erudition muſt know the 
words may be tranſlated born from above; and our Saviour expreſsly 
ſays, John viii. 23. Je are from beneath, I am from above. As he is 
the /econd Adam he ſtands oppoſed to the fr, in the one we are born 
from beneath; but in the other we are born from above. In the 
one we died ; in the other we are born again: and as our death. in 
the one, was wholly from i act of diſobedience, ſo that he was the 
man who ſinn'd, and ruin'd us in himſelf ; in like manner; FJe/us 
being the ſecond man, our falvation in him is wholly from hit obe- 
dience; ſo that he is the only perfect man, the man who is born from 

above, or born again; whilſt we live and claim by him. 
Mr. Maſon calls this with a ſneer, reading the ſcriptures in 
Chriſt, alluding to an expreſſion of mine in the Laion. But he 
ought not to find fault, without amending it: he ſhould therefore 
have ſaid, how. we are to read them, and whether there is any other 
key to them, than the key of David? It is manifeſt the ſcriptures all 
tellify of Chriſt, they are fulſill'd in him, the promiſes of God are 
all Tea and Amen in him, he has ſuſtain'd the threatning, and curſe, 
contain'd in them againſt the ſinner, and the ungodly, by being a 
curſe for us; he hath fulſill'd all righteouſneſs : therefore why muſt 
not we read the ſcriptures in him ? what ground is there for Mr. Ma- 
ſon's anti-chriſtian ſneer? Wherefore this particular enmity to the 

Son of God; is it not hard for him to ic againſt the pricks # ' 

_ Having hinted in the Union, that all the maſters in Iſrael for thoſe 
1700 years paſt, have never been able to ſhew the harmony of the 
ſcriptures out of Cbriſt; though there have been always ſuch who 
Ve 
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have d it. He anſwers, with his uſual brilliancy : * But 
4% what hath not maſter Rz/ly done, inimitable wonderful man! ſure 
de is the man, and wiſdom will die with him, take him for all in 
« all, and we never ſhall ſee his like again!” Is this the zea! for ihe 
truth, confflent with the ſpirit merineſi, by which he promiſed to 
deter and confute my errors ? | 
| But to his queſtion, what hath not maſter Relly done? anſwer, 
he hath ſpoken honoxrably of Jeſus Chrift at leaſt ; which is certainly 
more than maſter Ma/o* hath done; witneſs the contempt, the ridi- 
eule, the fuser, with which he anfwers my propofition, viz. that all 
Ne Ifrael can never ſhew a harmony of ſcripture out of 
2 N | 
Doubtleſs a mockbird is the beſt Judge of inimitable notes: there- 
fore whilſt he gathers from every ſong he hears, wherewithal to far- 
 niſh his own medley, if he chance to hear one which he cannot 
imitate, convinced, diſguſted,” though not without an affectation of 
. Irony; he calls it inimitabh., As to wiſdom, it is ſufficient with me 
to be rational my glorying is in him only, who is made of God unto 
me wiſdom, &c. 


My- opponent once more undertakes to refute my comment on 
1 Jobn v. 10, 11. In the ſupplement to my book of Union, I made 2 
curſory citation of the words in the following form: The apoftle 
« ſaith, that God hath given to as eternal life, and that this life is in 
« his Son + and that he who belicverh not this record, hath made God 
A lia. The words as they ſtand in the apoſtle are thus: He that 
belitvith not God hath mais him a liar, becanſe he believeth not the 
#ecord that ht gave of his Son, and this is tht record, that God hath 
ew to ut eternal life, and this life is in his Son. In my citation ] fay. 

is is the divine record, 7. e. hath given to us eternal life in 
His Son; and that he who believeth not this record, makes God 2 
Har. Have I disjointed the /e»/e, or deſtroyed the meaning of that paſ- 
fage, by my manner of quoting it? I am perfuaded every candid 
reader will acquit me. | 
' But this procedure, our nimble critick attacks with the utmoſt fury, 
erying far, very far from a fair and honeſt quotation hath this au- 
« thor given, he has tranſpoſed the words of the apoſtles, I ſuſpecł 
er his deſign hereby, it is the better to accommodate the words, to 
« ſupport his tenets, elſe why ſhould he not give his readers, the 
4 words in the order they are placed? why has he exhibited them, in 
4% A mangled, disjointed form ? my reaſons for ſuſpicion of Mr. Nellys 
« method of quoting ſetipture, will I think be fully juſtify'd' pre- 
£c ſen * ; : | | a f | 

2 Mr. Maferr has not faid one word more about it, or once 


E to ſhew the advantage he had by my-miſquoting the text; 
e 


ſays it's far, very far from a fair quotation. I confeſs the words 
are not exactly tranſcribed ; but the ſubſtance is there, without ad- 
dition or diminution, and that it was done by memory for brevity 
ſake, without deſign, muſt be obvious to all, who will take the _ 

| | ; $ 
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ble of examining. . He ſays he ſuſpected my defign :” moſt likely ; 
culpable 


oye. none more ſuſpicious of another, than be who is 
Mr. Ma/on has more than once practiſed this art of falſe quoting, 
| N in a citation from my book, page 4, Kc. with a de/jgn. 
The words as they ſtand there. Preface page 36. are thoſe. /+ 
% may eaſily be ſeen that I aim only at i ing that capi- 
tal propoſition of the Saviour's : I am the trutb. To do which, I 
am not afraid to tread the maſt unfrequented path, and walk 
„therein undiſturbed, notwithſtanding the clamoroug accuſations of 
„ ſingularity, novelty and hereſy, Affectation of being fingular 
« from ſelfiſh views, I hold abominable ; and as an abomina- 
tion, the attempt to ſhun the croſs, when ſtanding in the path of 
« truth.” Inſtead of which he has only quoted theſe words, The 
“author ſays he is not afraid, to tread the moſt unfrequented path, 
« and walk therein undiſturbed, notwithſtanding — ac 
« cuſations of ſingularity, novelty and hereſy.” He has not only 
mangled, and disjointed my words, but my /en/e; and he is ſo very 
nt on this artifice, that he {| his Appeal with it two or 
three times. Now is there any reaſon to wonder, why this honeſt 
gentleman is ſo ſuſpicious of me? he proceeds in the 11th page 
to explain that text out of Jahn, which galls him fo. (I declare 
when I read it, I was aſhamed for him: certainly the man has at- 
tained to a good degree of conceit, and impudence, thus to belie the 
truth itſelf.) “ The apaltle's words (faith he) 1 John v. 10. He that 
« pelieveth on the Son of God, hath the wwitneſi in himſelf, are plain, 
« even the witneſs of eternal life, in and through the Lord Jeſus 
„ Chriſt; and again, he that believeth not God hath\ made him a 
jar, becauſe he believeth not the record which God hath given of his 
« Son, i. e. that finners are ſaved through faith in the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt only.” page 11. | i 
The apoſtle 8 _ —— is the — that harb 
fei ven to us eternal life, &c. But Mr. Ma/er upon that very paſſage ſays, 
his is the record, 7. e. ſinners are ſaved aw taith, a the * 
ing Chrift only. This is ſomewhat worſe than tranſpoſing, 


, and disjointing ; this is taking away and adding with a = 4 
neſs. I believe it is pretty obvious to all, that when he, either 
from enmity to ne, or to the truub, undertook the expolition of this 
text, he found himſelf unequal to it; and therefore thought it beſt 

to falſify it: what can be his motive for reſiſting a truth, which ap- 
parently flaſhes lightning in his face ? is it perſonal pique, and enmity? 
or is it his attachment to ſome dead opinion; ſuch as reprobation, 
&c. and becauſe ſuch ſcriptures as theſe thwart his ſcheme, he is 
obliged to add, or take away, or change them ? or is it the pride and 
vain glory of being thought deeply filled in controverſy ;' of ap- 
pearing always in print as an author ? Wn 

But to return, the whole of all that be ſays in this page, and the 
next, is comprized under thoſe propoſitions, 1ſt the record * — 

0 


L 24] 

God hath given of bis Son, and which is required of us to believe, 
is, That ſinners are ſaved through faith in the Lord Jeu Chri/ 
only. And that the eternal life, which God hath given us in his 
Son, is not given to all mankind.” _ 

% No ſuch. thing (ſays Mr. Ma/or) as appears very clear, if we 
* conſider to whom the apoſtle is addreſſing himſelf, The/e things 
4% J aurite uno you that believe on the name of the Son of God, that ye may 


4 tnow that ye have eternal life. Hence it is very plain and obvious, 


4 the apoſtle was not writing to, nor ſpeaking of unbelievers at all, 
« nor of all mankind in general.“ page 11. - | | 
Let God be true, and every man a liar: nor does the apoſtles-ſay- 
theſe things, I write unto you that believe; prove it not in- 
tended for ſuch who believe not; it being uſual for the ſcripture to 
ſay, let him that hath an ear hear. I call the world to judge: if ſuch 
re if believe not, make God a liar, whether that which they diſbe- 


lieve was not fpoken to them? I appeal to common ſenſe : how can 


any man's diſbelief of this propoſition, God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son, make God a liar, if God hath not 
ken it, of the perſon diſbelieving ? if he is not one of the us there 
intended; can there be any thing plainer ? = 
If this be not true, it CHriſti hath not died for all, if God hath 
not given the gift to all in his Son, if he hath not ſpoken to all men; 
all - have not a right to believe, becauſe there is nothing propoſed 
to them : conſequently their mifery comes not of unbelief : but the 
ſcriptures declare, they entered not in becauſe of unbelief: if you 
believe not that I am He, faith Chriſt, you ſhall die in your fins; and 
who ſo beliewveth not ſhall be damned. 
What is unbelief, but a difcrediting and oppoſing ſome truth? 
the truth muſt firſt 2xi/7, yea be revealed, before it can be diſcredited, 
or oppoſed ; it muſt alſo, notwithſtanding the diſcredit and oppoſi- 
tion, remain to be a truth, elſe the evil of the oppoſition ceaſeth: 
thus unbelief, through the pravity of human nature, had its riſe from 
oppoſition to the truth, which truth muſt always be; elſe unbelief 
in every oppoſer ceaſeth to be What it is, whilſt cenſured by the ſcrip- 
ture as an evil. r FY 
Let Mr. Maſon think of theſe things, weigh the arguments, and 
anſwer, them if he can. Neither He, nor any body can be ſo ſim- 
ple, as to imagine that when I aſſert from the word of God, „That 
6 he hath given the gift of eternal life to all in his Son; even to 
« ſuch who believe not,” that all enjoy it: it can only be enjoyed in 
the belief of the truth: we would therefore bear witneſs of it, that 
it might be enfoyed through believing. 'Thus as many as are brought 


into the belief and enjoyment of the truth, by the teſtimony of the 


witneſſes, are ſaid to be ſaved by the fooliſhneſs of preaching. 

As to Mr. Ma/or's other propoſition, viz. this is the record, that 
finners are ſaved by faith in the Lord Feſus Chriſt only ; it is at beſt, 
but to believe ſomewhat relative to the method of ſalvation. He 
makes all depend on believing, rather than on the truth 3 
l | ut 


% 


25 J 
97 Indeed with him, there is no truth to be believed previous to 
s believing : hence it is, he ſubſtitutes fam; in Chriſt as the object 
of faith, or the thing believed, rather than the perſon, death and 
reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus, „ and the gift of God to mankind in 
rs 15 fallacy of this, ce farther di Covered, and refuted, ny 
2 

Maſan in the 11th nd 12 pages of his Bork ae 26 wit 
"225 the Ward and at gument of the Holy Ghoſt: hence he 
Ft fore, ſu Dicared his own words, inſtead of the 
th; 1 5 contradiction, impropriety, "manifeſt quibling, and 
Poe Maine G which 1 Hi indicate, that he ' writes as one 

e yr t of his own conſcience : and this all, who 

impartis „ muſt perceiye as well as IJ. 

Toe zd chapter, Fi 9. 13th; he accuſes me of aſſerting, ther bis. 


e are 7 PO Juſtified by faith wrought in them; but hy rift be- 
lieving, for them: w ereas if you al La 124, in my book of 
Union, to which he refers you, you will that he has once more 
not only miſpnated me; but belied me: for there is not ſuch a _ 
N as that we are Juſtified b _ believing for us, nei- 
2 the vxlex, nor any other book I ever wrote. This is ano- 
imen of his fre of holineſs, which he is ſo contentious for, 
s are thoſe. (having 9 uoted Rom. iy. x.) To him that worketh 
Bs, bat belieweth on him that Fife the un needy; his faith is counted for 
rightwow/neſt., Juſt afterward I add, . Ara where the forecited text 
% ſhews us that Chriff's faith is accounted for rigkteouſneſs, to all 
„ ſuch, who, working pot, believe on hin as juſtifying the un- 
godly,” my meaning is, chat Cbriſt being under an engagement to 
the Father by covenant, it was neceſſary he ſhould be aithful in 
things pertaining to God; faithful in doing his will; faithful in be- 
liexing the promiſes; faithful to his undertaking in * 
eln for the peqpie; faithful to the truſt repoſed in him, when 
God gave him che people to preſerve: and of which, he ſays, of af 
they S (3 en 


I" is what 1. mem the rr of Chri of his faith; and by 
14 Xs it thould be fu ach, 


11 


a0 he jedi and not bow ke believch, «ſick 
To my. propoſition, Mr. Ma/er anſwers, © nite, tifdoranps in- 


« deed! ſingular and unparalell'd this obſervation! according to 


this gloſs, here are two. believers, Par word by the apollle, Chi 
% 


fi 


„„ a» oe - 


= 
ws 
Tv. 
7 
+ 4d 
: 4 
» , $, 
7 
* 
, - 
N 4 
70 
Li - 
'* £42 
1 #* 
: * 
* 
1 
* * 11 
* * 
5 * 
1 
8 
ſe 
F "4 
z £1 Y 


* 
6 . 
\ 1 
1 
3 
4 | 
$ 


— — — 


— io cn 


meter ²˙ IT I On 
® A + At 7 * — hs 


LES * — — . = 29 ů 22 

> 4 

4 — 

I 1 Et a 4 is * - 
— i, I 


< ww GDP —— —ͤ— 11 
* D bo 2 
4 —- — OY > 


5 * — 
— — — 


— 6 


- xo be * 


= » 
= 


2 


—ů 
_ 


4 * 
n 


& 2 
22 — LOS Þ <2 =. — wv» = 2 


— — . 4 
"=O —_— 2 — — 
wo ==. % — 


5 TR as 
and the ſinner, and Chri/?'s faith inſtead of Chri/'s tighteouſaeſs 
counted for juſtification,” page 13. 8 15 
. I have read many books of controverſy in my time, and have ſome- 
times perceived in them much ſelf importance, and conceit: yet 
hitherto there was always ſome argument feen, tho? but trifling : but 
my antagoniſt, as free from argument, as from truth, doth nothing 
but Hector and Salli with words calculated to work, on the prejudices of 
the people, not on theit underſtandings ; from whence it is evident, he 
has no De the partiality of his readers. As he 
Kick les ſo very hard for the /mers believing,. (which T have never 
denied) why ſhquld he be ſo extremely averſe to Chris being a 
believer ? what proof hath he from his ſpirit,” or conduct, duri 
his more than thirty years pilgrimage on earth, that he was not 4 
believer ? ſuppoſe it 1d be aſſerted, that Chrif was a believer ; 
yea /aith/ul, and fruitful, in every good word and work ; wherein 
lies the hereſy, or the danger of its conſequence ? I ſee none. Let 
ſuch who fee it, declare it. Hema M 
His other inference is, that Chri/?s faith inſtead of his righteonſ- 
x#/4 18 counted for juſtification ; if my gloſs be true: was he capable 
of receiving any thing, I would adviſe him to employ his talents to 
ſome other purpoſe, and not dabble any more in divinity ; for really 
he ungerſtands not what he ſays, nor whereof he affirms, but ap- 
pears to he influenced by a peculiar ite to the perſon of Chrift : a 
glaring inſtance. of which, we have, where he throughout his Appeal, 
th taken much pains to ſhew that rue faith — good works are 
not only concomitgnis in every believer, but &fential to each other. 
But in Chriſt he diſtinguiſhes between faith, and righteouſneſs: as 
wy his faith did not include his righteouſneſs: or was not included 
rein. er wt, 
4 Cbriſts faith (ſays he) counted for righteouſneſs! no more than 
„ the purple robe, or crown of thorns, which was — on Jeſus in 
the day of his humiliation and ſuffering, is counted for righteouſ- 
„ neſa, page 13. Who would not imagine from thoſe words, that 
I had a Secinian to deal with? what! was the wounding of bis, head 
by the crown of thorns, the blood he ſhed, and the torments he ſuſ- 
tained thereby, -no.part of his righteouſneſs? was the mockery and 
ſhame which he deſpiſed, by wearing the purple robe, no part of his 
righteouſneſs? to what. end did he ſuffer all this ſhame? was it 
meerly accidental? or was it only to give an example of humility, and 
patience to mankind; without having any view to their juſtification, and 
ſalvation thereby? be aſtoniſhed, O heavens! that a man profeſſing 
himſelf a chriſian, ſhould deride the ſacred myſteries of his Saviour“ 
paſſion, and ſer it down for nought, by denying its intention and ef- 
ficacy. 1s it nothing to you all ye that paſs by? behold and ſee, if there 
| be any firrow like unto my ſorrow ? did not he go all and ſuffer all in 
faith? certainly he did. For the joy that wwas Jet before him, he endured 
the cro/s, and diſpiſed the flame. The apoſtle applied zhe age 
wor 


- 


4 3 
words to him, 7 fors/aw the L. 3 before my face, for he is en 
my right band that I ſhould not be moved ; therefire did my heart rejaice, 
and my tongue wwas glad, moreover alſo my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, becauſe 
thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy ane to 
fee corruption, Acts 2. Seefl thou how faith wrought with his works ? 
and by works was faith made perfect, James ii. 22. e 08 
By the ſaith of Chriſt, we underſtand the whole of what he aurcught 
in faith: nor are we aſhamed to confeſs, that we are ſaved: by bis 
faith; that faith which he confeſſed, when he witneſſed a gobd con- 
feſſion before Pontius Pilate. Wy > 
I am well aware what the trifler would be at; He would fain 
make faith i. e. the enlightning of bis underſtanding, the conſent of his 


will, the byaſs of his affections, producing par/ial holineſs in him, 


to be the matter of his juſtification and ſalvation, and not the death 
of Chris: thus making void the law thro' faith. Whilſt all, that 
Chrift is, all that he hath done, and ſuffered, is reckoned to be only 
the procuting cauſe of his faith. Hence it is, that he accuſes me of 
what he calls a ſevere, if not a bla/phemous cenſure, in ſaying ; That 
« Antichriſt ſays you are juſtified by your ou faith, which will pro- 
« duce righteouineſs in you, to evidence it.” He quotes the = 
ſaying again, in page 15th, not without hinting that my propoſi- 
tion, proceeds from a blindneſs of underſtanding, hardneſs, and im- 
3 of heart, from being a ſtranger to the heavenly gift; in 
rief, from my being a licentious perſon: and thoſe inuendoes he has 
thrown out more than once. | | 477 

My glorying is in this, Chriſt came into the world to ſave famers :. 
I am content to be judged the chief. Vet there are thoſe, who, 
know Mr. Maſon, and Me, and our manner of life right well: let 
them determine what reaſon he hath for his charge, and whoſe con- 
duct will bear the neareſt inſpection; but without troubling the 
public with ſuch foreign matters as theſe, I would go on to, obſerve, 
that faith ſometimes in ſcripture, reſpects the enlightning, perſua- 
ſion, and exerciſe of our faculties; therefore call'd knowing, looking, 
leaning, truſting, &c. and this is what my opponent calls his own 
faith ; by which he is juſtified, ſanctiied and ſaved. This faith at 
beſt in us, is but imperfe& ; as appears from thoſe confeſſions, Lord 
I believe, help thou my unbelief. We know but in part, awe ſee but in part, 
hence the law is made void through this faith, it not being equal to 
the demands of the law. „ 

Again, as this faith conſiſts in the exerciſe of our faculties; to be 
juſtified and ſaved by his, is to be juſtified and ſaved by works; 
and by imperfect works too: thoſe which are internal and of the 
mind, being as much under that character, as thoſe that are ener- 
nal and of the body, Therefore, that it is the ſaith of Chri/, 
which the ſcripture preaches as our jultification, and eternal life, is 
manifeſt : elſe why the diſtinction between him whe worketh pot, 
and the perſon who believing on him that juſtiſieth the ungodly, hath 
hi; faith counted for ya e Tl 
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The ſcriptures expreſs themſelves thus: evin the righteouſneſs of God 
by faith of Jeſus unto all, and upon all them that believe, for there is 
nd difference, Rom. iti. 22. And the life which ] now live in the fleſp, 
I le by the faith of the Son of God, aul lowed me, and gave bimſelf for 
mr, Gal, ii. 20. Yea, and that Chri/t himſelf is called the faith, is ob- 
vidus from Gal. i. 23. He mow preachith the faith; which once he 
diftroytH. But ſaith Paul, ave preach Chriſt "crucified, 1 Cor. i. 23. 
thersfore' Chriſt was the faith which he preached, Paul formerly 

had deſtroyed the faith: but Chrift ſaid to him, Saul, Saul, why per- 
ſeruteſt thon me? thetefore the Chrift whom Paul perſecuted, was the 
faith which he deſtroy e. . 
Again, before faith came; vue were kept under the lanu, ſpat up unto 
the faith which ſhould be afterwards. revealed, Gal, iii. 23. is it not 
evident, that thoſe words intend Chrii, who was to be revealed 3, 
and until whom, we were ſhut up under the law. | "TIS 

Again, abt if ſome. did not belicus full their unhelief make the 

* Faith if Ged of none effet?, Rom. iii. 3. here is a faith made mention of, 
dnttcedent to the prople's faith, and by no means dependent on the 
latter: the force and prevalency of which faith, their unbelief can - 
not make void. It 18 the faith of God, manifeſt in the perſon, 
life, and death of his beloved 8on. Thus it appears that Chriſ and 
His righteouſneſs are called faith; the faith, &c. in ſeripture: by 
winch faith we are ſaid to be juſtified, ſanctiſied and ſavet. 

When Mr. Maſon makes uſe of ſimilies in his definitions of faith, 
it is to be conſideted as a hand to receive, and Chrift the grace re- 
ceivrd: but where he makes our own faith as he calls it to be our 
jaftification, eternal life, &c. he does, what is equal to his infiſtin 
on a man's eating his own hand: and that his hand is the food which 
feeds him, and not the giace received: viz. him who ſaith be that 
enteth'me, ſhall Tie by me; It is my eye; my fight, the refleftion I 
fee, which according to him is to be Tow ſalvation and happineſs ; 
and not the object ſcen, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: who faith look unto 
ne all ye ends of the earth, and be ſaved. To which I reply, F 


Faith like à gazing eye, never waits 
14100 boaſt its ſeeing powers; 
Its object views, it: ſelf forgets, ot 4s 
Thy huſband it adores, Ersx1Nn's /onnets. 


1 ſhall make one: obſervation more, on Mr. Maſon's chapter of 
faith, it is (faith he) the evidence to the ſouls of the faithful, of 
« thoſe bleſlings' and comforts which he who believeth not, hath 
no conception of: ſuch as the pardon of fin, the love of God 
«: ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, &c.“ page 15, - 
Nothing is more obvious, than that he inverts the text; for, ac - 
cording to the apoſtle, /aith is the evidence of things unſeen ; hut accord- 
ing to the judicious, and more infallible author of the Appeal, it is 
the e idence of what is en, and. felt with the moſt ſenſible demon- 
5 ſtration; 


% 


-” L 29 J 
ſtro:ion: ſuch as pardon of fin, the love of Gad ſhed ubroad in our 
hearts, peace of canſcience, and joy in the Holy'Ghoſt; Who, beſides: 
himſelf, could imagine that ſuch bleſſings and comforts exjoyed, ebold 
— any other evidence? For aubat 4 man Herb why doth he yet hope 
r Ami Orion argon +» 
I know that no man can receive any ching, except it be given hi 
from above; otherwiſe I ſhould hes. om, . — n5y | — 
reading this, has to ſuppoſe him, in any meaſure, acquai with 
the faith or comforts of which he talks? O what a divine! juſt-above, - 
he confeſſes the apoftr's definition of faith: and then adds, „For it 
gives. /ub/fence to, and reality in, the minds of believers, of thoſe 
6. Piet 4 unbelievers know nothing of.?“ e bb 
ough he would appear to underſtand verbs, and adverbs, and to 
have 2 trending Bree wounds given to grammar, yet I 
dare not fay, that much ing hath made bim mad. Bur bi: I may- 
5 — —— 2 and meddling with things beyond 
$ line, hath confounded bis language: or, I am not happy eno 
to underſtand Englifſn. . N i _- 


As to his aim I can partly gueſs at it, it is to aſſert, that the truth 
believed, hath no being until faith give it : the unmeaning folly of 
which, I have ſo often expoſed by holding it up to the light in this 
Reply, but z/pecrally in the book of unton, that I ſhall take no fur- 
ther notice of it at this time. | WY 24 nud e 

As to the fruits of faith, which he talks fo much of, I have no ob- 
jection to them: nor to any man's producing them. Could I per- 
ceive any thing like them in the /piriz of my adverſary, it — 22 
much better proof to me of their truth, than his talking, writing and 
railing for them to eternity: for indeed the latter is all loſt upon me, 

whilſt I perceive amongſt the greateſt talkers, and warmeſt. advo- 


cates. for them, hefe wv hearts byaſs is to bite and devaur one a. 


ther. * ; a 0 #4 q 18 
Are you inclined to take a view of Mr. Ma/or's fruits of faith, read 
his 18th page: ſee chert the pride and virulence of ſelf-holineſs ? the 
perſons whom he there accu(es, judges, and condemns, are altoge- 
ther unknown to him: for ought he can prove to the contrary, their 
fruits of faith are as conſpicuous as his : wherefore all this rage and 
fury then againſt us? the truth is, we entertain ſome ideas (be they, 
true or falſe it matters not here) of our Union to Chrif, which he, 
cannot underftand ; they not happening to tally exactly with his com- 
mon place book: and whether his pride is piqued on this account, 
or whether (ſuppoſing what ke does underſtand of it be true) it takes, 
away bis Gods, leaves him nothing to boaſt of; or rather leaves him 
no relipion at all, and that hi exaſperates him, I cannot fo exactly 
oy. however it muſt be pretty evident to all, that he ſhuts up 
t 


his chapter contending for the froits of faith,” with all the cenſo. 


nouſneſs, pride, bitterneſd and inhumanity of a fierce Phariſee. I 


leave 'the public to determine, how far ſuch. fraits as theſe, benefit; 


him, or his cauſe in their eſtimstion; whilſt paſs on to the Shen 
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L 30 ] 
chapter of the Appeal, ſhewing a change of Mate and praQtice neceſ- 
ſary to eternal g „&c. &c. &c. 8 . 

n the laſt chapter (ſays he) we have ſeen the effects of a truly 
«chriſtian faith rejected, in this we ſhall ſee the cauſe denied by this 
% author.” Amazing impudence ! He made but two citations from 
my book in his laſt : the firſt from page 124. This text 

% Rom. iv. 5. To him who wworketh not, but believeth on him that juſti- 
* fiath the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs : to all ſuch 
ho working not believe on him as juſtifying the ungodly.” His 
other quotation is from the ſame page, and as follows, / Antichriſt 
* ſays you are juſtified by your own faith, which will produce righ- 
« teouſneſs in you to evidence it. ( 1 
Now wherein does it appear from hence, that I have denied the effects 
of a truly chriſtias faith? It is notorious I have only denied har 
faith, which antichriſt oppoſes to the faith of Chri/t; and calls it 
man's ozvx faith, producing righteouſneſs, (i. e. ſelf righteouſneſs) in 
man to evidence it. This faith Mr, Maſon ſtickles hard for, and 
notwithſtanding its direct oppoſition to the head, calls it a truly 
chriſtian ſaith ; and charges me with denying its effects as ſuch. I 
confeſs, I newer had much reaſon to admire the effects of his faith; 
but a great deal 4%, ſince I read my antagoniſt's Appeal: for unleſs, 
F acknowledge pride, arrogance, conceit, ignorance, ſlander, falſ- 
hood, inhumanity, &c. under a profeſſed zeal for holineſs, to be fruits 

of faith, he has ſhewn me none other there. 1 20 

In anſwer to his laſt queſtion from me, and in defence of his own 
bleſſed faith, and effects: he ſays it * falls upon the perſon and 
© doctrine of the lamb of God himſelf, who ſpake as never man 
% ſpake, who taught the doctrine of repentance, faith and holineſs, 


% as abſolutely n to eternal life.” page 13. as. i QALT 
I know as well as Mr. Maſon that the Lamb of God tanght. thoſe 
doctrines, as n to eternal life; and I ſhould be glad if he 


knew as well as J, that the /ame Lamb of God alſo taught % doc- 
trines, If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments, Matth. xix, 
17. For verily 1 Jay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs, one jot, or one 
little, ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the lany, till all be fulfilled, tth. xv, 
18. And that 7% is one in ſubſtance with what he calls the doctrines 
of repentance, faith and holineſs : and then where he ſees the one he 
would ſee the other fulfilled alſo, 5 | | 
In this chapter it ſeems I am to be put to the torture, and conſtrained 
to deny the cauſe : what the cau/e is, whether it is faith as the cauſe 
of its effects, or whether it is the can/e a caiſarum, i. e. the cauſe of 
faith itſelf, which I to p/za/e him muſt deny in this chapter, I am not 
perfectly aware of; but I imagine it to be the latter, viz. the work of the 
ſpirit; which he makes to be the cauſe of faith. To fave ap- 
pearance of not totally denying the work of the ſpirit (ſays he), Mr, 
Relly is pleaſed to tell us, and I wonder why Mr. Relly ſhould not be 
believed as well as Mr. Major, when he is telling the public what his 
ſentiments are: but leaſt this ſhould'be the Caſe; the envy of 70 — 
LE ta 
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tagoniſt leads him to curtail. the ſestence, wherein I have delivered 
my mind on that head. Therefore I will take the liberty of repeat- 
ing it verbatim from the book of Ux1on, page 108, &c. . I would 
not be underſtood as 8 ſlightly of the ſpirit of truth, or of 
his operations in the heart of man, according to the ſcripture. ac- 
count thereof, which is there undeniably made to conſiſt in re- 
«« ceiving of the things which are his, viz, :Chrif, and in ſhewi 
them unto us, that 7e/ur Chriſt alone might be glorified;/ 
«+ this 'the' ſpirit is conſtamly engaged in, until we anſwer fully in 
« heart and mind, unto the character of. the true cirtumciſſom ʒ du 
«« .avarſpip God in the ſpirit, rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and haue us con- 
„ fidence in the fleſh.” This Mr. Maſon very lightly eſteems of, calls 
it ſaving appearance only, and aſks, ** is this the only work and of- 
«+ fice of the Holy Spirit? is there no work wrought by his divine 
% energy, in and upon the heart of God's people? WER 

Only compare this with my declaration above, and admire if you 
can the ingenuity of this gentleman: ſurely he never read what he 
writes againſt, or being bent upon judging, and condemning; me 
at all adventures; he was reſolved to pay no attention to any thing { 
ſaid: prodigious! what D ! who can help believing him 
of thoſe extraordinary fruits he talks ſo much ot? the higheſt and moſt 
diſtinguiſhing character, which the apoſtles ever gave the worſhipers 
of Juſus, namely, that of the true circumciſian, is not enough far him; 
23 is that all? I judge him not: to his'own maſter he ſtands or 

Zu ma 13-55 By | & ER 1 
After I had been aſſerting that the operations of the ſpirit of truth 
were in the heart, &c. He aſks ſtupidly enough, is there noawork 
« wrought by his divine yy in and upon the hearts of God's 
«+ people 3”? I ſhould imagine it a /ox of his, but ten years of age, 
ſhould after a propoſition ſo very plain, aſk him ſuch a queſtion ; 
would hardly forbear chaitiſement : or elſe ſhake his head over him, 
and conclude, he would never be any thing more than a' dunce, 
Such is the notice he takes of what he propoſes to confute. 5 
After many words, and many paſſages of ſeripture brought to 

prove the ſpirit's work upon the heart, He, ſuppoſing all his readers 
to he ſmitten with his argument, and manner; ſays, but in direct 
« oppoſition to all this, hear Mr. Relly,” yes, and they ſhall hear 
him, according to the words written in his' book : and not according 
to Mr. Major's quotation of him. The words are as follows : 
'Ux1on, page 108, 109. 3 — falſe ſpirit, ſeeks not 
„ the glory of 7e/us, s of himſelf, of its own operations ; 
of joys, —— hatred to the evil, and languiſhments. after 
«« -poodneſs ; by him wrought on the heart: and teaches his anointed 
« ;0nes to conclude thence, that they are favourites of heaven: to 
« look on themſelves as greatly diſtinguiſhed among mankind, by 
« what they call inherent holineſs: yea, and to be jealous of the 
4 doctrine of Chriſt, becauſe it holds forth to man the teſtimony of 
4 ſalvation bound up and ſealed, where Jg is Alpha and oxy 
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% This ſpirit inſinuates, that the doftrine which treats 6f the perſon 
+ of Ong, of his liſe, ſufferings, death, and reſurrection ; of our 
bei juitified, and fanQiked in him, is a very dangerous, if not a 
dia doctrine: and chiefly becaule if it does not immediately 
+ oppoſe, it teaches to flight the work of the ſpirit upon the heart: 
(it ſays) it will not ſuffer men to look unto that quarter for com- 
% fort: will not admit of it as an evidence for heaven; nor ſuffer 
pre gry" r Dec aboye.chei fellows: but will 
0 be pro Jelus as a ſalve for ore, and a perfect 
— eye nn Lorne 
* he gloriſies Chrif) of hereſy; in denying. the wc the 
«<4pirit upon . and. en by ee its cloud of 
-© wimeſs, it (torms ſo violently, prates and infinuates ſo ſuceeſiſully, 
5s. that it hach almoſt joſtled chrifitanity out of the world: and hath 
« introduced inſtead thereof groſs — ſelf · righteouſneſo, bi- 
6 gotry, and ſuperſtition among the more zealouſly religious part of 
* mankind: and among fuch who are lefs concerned, deiſm with all 
. the pride of moral vestue. This is that {pitit, Which I have ſec 
my fuce againſt, and of which I ſpeak, wherever I have through 
my hook ranked this phraſe, the awort»of the Yperit upon the hart, 
* among the vant terms of judaiſm blended with heathenim. 
This 1s che ſpirit which Mr. Maſon hath. undertaken to vindi- 
cute; a ſpirit which ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſpirit which oppoſes the 
perſon; grace, and doctrine of our Lord 7% Ohrift. ei was of 
I have heard of many painters drawing a likeneſs from the firſt 
Gphe 5but, that I, without the leaſt acquaintanice, or ever once con- 

verfing with my opponent, ſhould in my deſcription of Amicheiſt, 
delineate Mr. Maſi fo exactly, that when he came to read it, he 
Aartcd; as tho? he had ſeen his own Fa. 90" dur wi 
Yea ſ6//imiler to the original was it, ſo truely himyelf," that he has en: 
ered the liſts in his own defence ; but whether he ſtrives lewfully,or 
— leave the reader to judge; comparing his citations with my rea/ | 
words. „ of x 29397 90 46s 203.0 lane 
As to his boaſting-rant,-of inwrought princi of light, and life, 
6, and holineſs, a- ſight and ſenſe: of ſin, ſorro / and remorſe for 
/ humiliation under it, hatred of it, pious motions, and deſires, after 
poodneſs, Sc. It brings to my remembrance the words of Calemon, 
There ir that maketh him/elf vich,. yet bath \nothing. There is ſcarcely 
one page in his Appeal, wherein he hath not been very noiſy on this 
head; and yet there is not a page, wherein he has not ſheuyn a fpi- 
rand behaviour quite the reverſe. Where a man bears a falſe wit- 
nels aguinſt me, funders me; catches at every opportunity and ad- 

tage againſt me, to hurt me: yea uſes unlawful means to deſtroy 
me: though he ſhoald-proteſt, and ſwear, that he is bringing forth 
the fruits of love, I have not faith enough to believe him: nor that 
n bluſtering furious zealot is a nee man; or that he Who is proud 
of dis graces, vertues, &c. can be a humble man. But indeed he has 
mambercd the t and ſenſe of fin, amongſt his graces: bit pas 
7 Þ a , * 
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ſibly he may have, nor am I certain whether ſatan himſelf has not 
thoſe fruits as well as He. 

As to my real ſentiment, relating to the office and operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, it may be ſeen in a book of mine intitled, 4 The 7541 
% Spirits, or a Treatiſe upon the Nature, Office and Operations of 
„the 3 of Truth,” printed 1756, and which I intend ſoon to re- 
print: 1 
upon the ſubje&, before he pretended to give the world an account 

of my ſentiments in that particular. Unto that treatiſe I ; 
and ſhall cloſe my Reply to his fourth chapter, of the ſpirit's work 
upon the heart, and attend Mr. Ma/on in his fifth chapter of “ chri- 
** ſtian obedience, and the practice of good works, or a walking fo as 
„to pleaſe God.“ | 


The author of the Appeal, has been very free in declaring his 


ſuſpicions of me, on ſundry accounts: as I am obliged to endure 


it with patience, I hope neither the public, nor himſelf, will take 
It amiſs if I for once declare my ſuſpicions of him : which are that he 
is a meer jugg/er, But, as I Am not ſo ſanguine in my expectations 
from the public, (as he appears to be) I do not expect, nor do I 
deſire, they ſhould receive my ſuſpicions only as a proof of their rea- 
ſonableneſs : Iwill therefore ſhew you the ground of my ſuſpicions, 
by expoſing this author's practice of pious legerdemain. Does not 
Juggling conſiſt in ſhewing the ſame thing under different names, 
forms, colours, appearances, &c. through a deception upon the ſenſes ? 
If it does, then I am not miſtaken in the name I have given his 
art. 

Before I came thus far, I had confeſſed myſelf at a loſs, to account 
for his dividing his work into chapters, and had offered ſome conjec- 
tures on that head, Now I ſee farther, though not inconſiſtent with 
my view of things before: for, I am ftill perſuaded when I conſider 
him as an author, that the wortex of his vanity, draws into it every 
other deſign or view he may have in 2 But my new diſco- 
very is this, he hath divided his work into chapters, that he might 
have an opportunity of putting titles to them; and indeed, for 
ought I know to the contrary, it might anſwer his end better, in the 
next book he publiſhes, to make every leaf a title page : becauſe if 
one ſhould be ſoiled, the next which appears will be yet clean : and 
who amongſt all his admirers dare look any further than the title 

ape, for the truth of his doctrine, the force of his arguments, the 

2 and wickedneſs of his adverſaries, and his full confutation of 
them all. - 

But to the point. In the title to chap. 1. He propoſes the © pirit's 
4 energy\ on their hearts, producing repentance, faith and holineſs, laid 
« down'as conſiſſent with the ſcripture, illuſtrated from nature, and the 
« fruits and effets demonſtrable in oppoſition to the preſent Antinomian un- 
« ſcriptural tenets.” Title to chap. 3. The nature and effetts of a true 
« poſpel faith in the heart and life C Chriſt's members, proved from ſcrip- 


«© tures 


is he ought to have conſulted, as a thing wrote immediately 
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& ture, in oppoſition to Jooſe and, licentious principles and practices.“ In 
« title to chap, 4. In contradiction to Mr. Relly's tenets, a change of 
% fate and prattice ſhraed to be neciſſary to eternal gliry. That this is 
effected upen the member of Jeſus, to; his glery and their prejent hap- 
„ pineſi and holinejs, by the praver and agency of the divine ſpirit upnn 
* their ſouls, avherthy they are prepared and made meet for the heawenty 
« inheritance.” In title to chap, 5. Chriſtian obedience and the prac- 
« tice of good works ; or a walking /o as to plenſe Grd, inſiſted upon, and 
* enforced from goſpel principles, in oppoſition to the licentious tenets advanced 
«© by Mr. Relly.” This is what I call legerdemain : For here the ſame thing, 
ſuppoſing it at firſt to be a ren apple, is with a very little variation in 
expreſſion, propoſed to be a frog, a toad, a cup of poiſon, a viper, 
a fiend, &c, whilſt the diviſion of chapters, is the deception intended 
to be thrown upon the ſenſes. 

This author ſeems to have been very /er/ible that the titles of chap- 
ters, as well as that in the front of his book, might be calculated to 
impoſe upon the weak and credulous part of mankind, and therefore 
he endeavoured to amuſe them with different titles, all expreſſing 
the ſame thing. By comparing the titles of his chapters already cited, 

it is notorious, he has only been ſaying the ſame thing over and 
over again: whether he had any of the fore-mentioned views in it, 
or it was want of matter of accuſation, or whether it was owing to 
that ſoothing power, which allures and conſtrains a man to think he 
is advancing tomething ew, when he is ever ſaying the ſame thing: 
I ſhall leave the public to determine. X 

But, to return to his chapter of good works. How odd it is! 
that a man muſt write a book, abuſe his fellow creatures, give them 
the vileſt of names, bear falſe witneſs againſt them, cenſure and con- 
demn them, and all to prove his practice of good works. And in- 
deed if this was not his caſe, good works would be much more ami- 
able, beneticent, and convincing in his real prafice of them, than in 
the blab of his tongue. Let us next (ſays he) ſee how vehemently 
« this author declaims againſt good Works.“ I] am erry my antago- 
niſt gives me ſo much reaſon, for bringing accuſations of the ne 
nature perpetually againſt him, becauſe I am really ſick of it. He 
hath taken two lines, and they not verbatim, out of the 25th page 
of preſace to UN Io without regarding the connection of my words, 
and hath joined them to others in 27 page: By which, he hath made 
out the following quotation. *+* Mankind are incapable of perform- 
ing actions ſpiritually good at any time; (my words in that place, 
are, the former, i. e. thoſe which are ſpiritually good, and merit the 
divine complacency, mankind are incapable of, &c.) „and that when 
«© men begin to conſider them as ſpiritually good, as well pleaſing 
« and acceptable with God, as righteouſneſs, holineſs or fruitfulneſs 

„ before him; or when making this their ſanctification, they go 
& about to prove their faith thereby, inwardly reſpecting theſe mo- 
tions as proofs and marks of their grace and chriſtianity 3 "oP 

| | „when 
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hen this is the caſe, we will prove all their righteouſneſſes to 
„be filthy rags.” This he calls a _/park of truth and a blaze of 
error. le illuſtrates and blows up the park of truth, to a flame; 
Ly thewing, that a man in a natural, ſinful, unregenerate flate, 
cannot, do what is ſpiritually. good: the works done in this late 
only he looks on as filthy rags. But as to my blaze of error, as he 
calls it, he caſts a food out of his mouth upon that: pretends to en- 
counter it, authorized by divine authority, and ſupported by in- 
ward, experience: and then, in a prodigious torrent of words, tacked 
to the ends of ſcripture texts, to make a chain, and to force the apoſ- 
tles into his own meaning, he goes on to prove, that ſpiritual good 
is wrought 2 him; that he does ſpiritual good, &c. &c. But let him re- 
member thoſe words of the prophet; ave are all as an unclean thing, and 


all our righteoujneſjes are as filthy rags not only his /egal righteouſ- 


neſs, as he calls it, is ſuch ; but a// his righteouſneſſes, whether they 
are before his converſion, or afterward: : whatſoever can with pro- 
priety be called his righteouſneſs, from the exerciſe of his body, or 
mind, is filthy rags: and that as long as he confeſſeth himſelf” the 
unclean thing, which I ſuppoſe he does once a week at leaſt, when 
he joins with the congregation to ſay, awe have done thoſe things which 
wwe ought not lo have done, and there is no health in us. And the 12th 
article ſays, good works cannot put away fin, nor endure the ſeverity 
of God's judgment; but if they merit the divine complacency, if 
they are in themſelves ſpiritually good, as Mr. Major would prove 
in oppoſition to me: I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould not endure 
the {everity of God's judgment, &c. | s ; 

I have quoted the liturgy, and an article of the epiſcopal church, out 
of complaitance to my antagoniſt, becauſe he was pleaſed when prove- 
ing and illuſtrating my ſpark ef truth, to do it by the 13th article 
thereof, rather than by the ſcriptures. | 

As to his teſtifying and declaring what 7e/us hath wrought in him 
by his ſpirit, be it jo: I have no objection to his proving it: but let 


him not imagine us capable of being amuſed by his inceſſant cry : 


Neaw you fhull ſee ! whillt he yet ſhews us nothing. All his exhibi- 
tions hitherto, only prove the dark ſide of the queſtion: That the 
creature was made ſubjed to vanity, and that every man at his beſt eſtate is 
altogether vanity. ; 

He ſays he abi call. the fruits which he brings forth in himſelf, 
« Spiritually good, becauſe produced by a good and holy agent,” 
Spiritual good! the proof of ſpiritual good is its fimilarity to that 
God who is a ſpirit, The law which is holy, juſt, and good, is a 
tranſcript of his nature: this law recognizes the bias of the heart; 
eyery thought, inclination, aim, end, hope, and fear, it weighs in 
the balance of perfection; cenſuring and condemning whatſoever is 


| deficient. But faith the apoſtle, if wwe Jay that we have no fin, we de- 


ceive ourſelues, and the truth is not in us. It is obvious from hence, 
that every man living is a ſinner; whatſoever change hath paſſed 
over him: conſequently Mr. Ma/cn is a firner; an- if a /nner, his 

E 2 truits 


( 36 J 
fruits are too light, for the balance of perfection, they are not ap- 
proved of by the law, they are not in the likeneſs of God, they 
are not ſpiritually good. As the ſame tree cannot bring forth good 
and evil fruit, neither can the ſame perſon produce ſpiritually good and 
ow fruits: but the /atter is manifeſt, — the former cannot 

That a man who is a ſinner is capable of bringing forth in himſelf 
what is ſpiritually good, and conſequently that the ſame perſon brings 
forth good and evil fruits, is denied by the ſpirit of ca who fays, 
The ſame fountain cannot bring forth bitter waters and feet. And if any 
man hath the love of the world in him, the love of the Father is not in 
him : and that an evil tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 

Should it be urged, that what is not perfect in degree, may yet 
be perfect in part: I would enquire, by what rule in divinity, or com- 
mon ſenſe, are we to Judge of what is perfect in part yet not in de- 
gras Is it principle, reſpecting doctrine? Is it fincerity and up- 
rightneſs of intention? or what is it that conſtitutes perfection in 


1 

Should it be anſwered, that Chriſt hath procured and merited for 
us; that our propriety of ſentiment, our ſincerity and uprightneſs of 
intention, our acting from a principle of faith, life, and gratitude, 

ſhould be deemed Giritually good, tho' not perfect in 3 I 
muſt deny this plea, and accuſe it of making void the law thro? 
faith; i. e. That faith, &c. juſtifies and makes that out to be good, 
which the law condemns ; and thus makes void its An its 
requiſites, its threatnings, &c. yea makes it void as a rule of righteouſ- 
neſs: whereas one jot or tittle of the law ſhall not fail until the 
whole be fulfilled : though heaven and earth ſhall paſs away. Nor 
does the ſcripture ever teltify of any work, that it is righteous, until 
approved of by the law. | 

ſides, if holineſs is to be determined of as in meaſure and not 
in degree, the ſmalleſt meaſures intitles a perſon to the character of 
holy, juſt, and good, tho' his quantity be not ſufficient to prevent 
his being injurious, a backbiter, flanderer, decciver, &c. If this ar- 
gument is not allowed of, Mr. Ma/on hath to ſhew how much the 
quantity is, Which intitles a man to the character of holy, and the 
rule by which we are to judge of it. But the author of the Ap- 
peal will have it to be ſpiritually good, becauſe produced by a good 
and holy agent. He who is now the angel of darkneſs, was at firſt 
produced by a good and holy agent: ſo was Adam, and his off- 
{pring : "but doth it follow that they are ſpiritually good ? 

Should it be replyed they were good when 22 by bim: I 
rant it, and that every gift of God is ſuch as coming immediately 
rom his hand. But a//, that flows through the 3 of our ſenſes, 

is corrupted : as water tranſparent in the fountain, by running thro' 
a muddy channel becomes corrupt: hence, for beauty and taſte, 
the water is better in the fountain than in the ſtream, 


When 
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When the apoſtle, not knowing whether He was in the Body, 
or out of it, was caught up to x third heaven, it was the pro- 
duction of a good and holy agent, and yet he was in danger thereby, 
of being exalted above meaſure: of being puffed up with a fleſhly 
conceit. The very imagination of our own humility, proves our 
pride; nor is there a ſtronger inſtance of our unholineſs, than the 
notion of our being holy in ourſelves, | h 
I know not how to expreſs myſelf better, than I have done in a. 
diſcourſe entitled Salvation compleated, &c. firſt printed about eight 
years ago: ſecond edit. page 31. True holineſs conſiſts in a con- 
** ſtant privation of itſelf, as it refers to any knowledge, or con- 
ception which man has of it as being in him/elf, it cannot be 
imagined that our Lord call upon us to ſpeak a lie, when he 
would have us after we have done all, to confeſs ourſelves unpro- 
fitable ſervants: if this was not truth, the leſſon which the 
«« apoſtle teaches us, would be imprafticable in reality where he 
«© exhorts each to eſteem of others, better than himſelf.” 

As to the fruits of the ſpirit, I confeſs them to be holy, and 
glorious : I have ſeen them, admired them, and have felt the in- 
fluence and bexignity of them all: but not in Mr. Maſon, nor an 
of his brethren : hitherto I have found, and I ſuppoſe always ſhall 
find, the word of the prophet true reſpecting them: The ben of 
them is as a brier, the moſ} upright is ſharper than a thorn hedge, Micah 
vii. 4. For every brother will utterly ſupplant, and every neighbour will 
«valk with flanders, jer. ix. 4. 

But I have ſeen all the fruits of the ſpirit, in perfect beauty, 
ſhine in Chrift Jeſus the holy one of Iſrael! and there have J felt 
their power. He is the truth, to him ſhall I always look for them; 
and though I am joint heir, and partaker with him, yet all my 
glorying is in him alone: for in me, that is in my fleſh dawelleth no 
good thing. a 

Mr. Ma/on muſt give a great deal better proof of the fruits of 
the ſpirit being in him, than what he has given in his Appeal, be- 
fore the public, or I ever can be brought to look from 7e/us Chriſt 
to him, ſor this heavenly, divine and ſpiritual good. 

The author of the Appeal, ſpeaking of the apoſtle, hath thoſe 
words, Doth he join with the licentious and horrid aſſertion, ſo 
„ much uſed by ſome in this our day, i. e. the more fin you com- 
« mit, the more glory you bring to the merits of Chrift,” page 25. 
And this he hath publiſhed with citation marks, as tho' taken from 
my book. A moſt diabolical infinuation, and truly worthy of its 
author : neither in writing, nor converſation, did I ever expreis my- 
ſelf thus ; nor do I remember that ſuch a thought ever approached my 
heart: moreover, I never read in any author ſuch a propoſition as 
that, nor did I ever hear hat or any thing ſimilar to it dropt in 
converfation. And yet he ſays it is much uſed by ſome in this 
our day. I will freely confeſs, I think it to be all a forgery of his 

own 
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own brain, invented for a pious. uſe, to render a body of people 
Wan he is pleaſed to call 9 in the eyes of man- 

nd. 700 
Let him prove from my writings, or converſation, that I ever was 

nlty of ſuch a propoſition, and I will acknowledge my error, and 

g his pardon for cenſuring him: or let him prove that any one in 
connection with me, thus expreſſes Himſelf, and I will confeſs that I 
I" been too haſty in cenſuring him. But, what does he deſerve ! 
if it ſhall appear that all this is his own invention,“ that he cannot 
prove his charge? I need not ſay what, Jef every man's reaſon ſuggelt 
it. With what face can men of ſuch ſpirits talk, and boaſt, as they 
do; of inward holineſs, heart experience, the fruits of the. ſpirit, 
&c.? Doth not this indicate a BY conſcience? ] think it does; and 
that much more than what he applies it to, in his Appeal, I am not 
aſhamed to confeſs, that I have not yet attained to his liberty. 

Every impartial reader, will from this, certainly conclude with me, 
that Mr. Maſon is a man of merit: therefore what is ſo fully grant- 
ed, he need not be any further contentious for. But what and how 
much he hath merited from God, and man, I leave to be determined by 
Tefns Chriſt, his prophets, and apollles. 

Speaking of turning the grace of God into licentiouſneſs, he ſays, 
So it is in this our day; is not the author of the Union, &c. act- 
« ing thus? Do not his writings fully prove it? for, according to 
« Mr. Relly's doctrine, neither the law nor the goſpel, the fear nor 
* the love of God, can ever produce any effect, or influence, in the 
* life and converſation of Chriſtians, of a good, holy or righteous | 
* nature,“ p. 26. 

This is another falſe accuſation: for though I have indeed ſhewn 
that our righteouſneſs cannot profit us with God, yet I have all along 
aſſerted that good works, are good and profitable unto men: and that 
fuch who /ol/oww the Lamb, are more particularly influenced unto them: 
for the truth of which I refer my reader to the book written againſt, 
eſpecially to the 24, 25, 26, 27, &c. pages of my preface to Union, 
And I heartily wiſh our friend Ma/on, &c. would more fully ſtudy, 
and practiſe, what is good and profitable unto men, before they pre- 
tend to merit with Gd, by bringing forth in themſelves, fruit ſpi- 
ritually good, and pure, to the moſt High. 

He accuſes me next, of handling the word of God deceitfully : 
for ſaying that ** our Saviour reproved the church of Lacdicea, in the 
«« ſharpeſt manner, for growing rich and increaſing in goods.” Here 
again he aims at hurting my /ex/e, by breaking the connection of my 
words, which run thus, For not retaining a juſt ſenſe of her po- 
« verty, miſery, blindneſs, and nakedneſs.“ Lake the words toge- 
ther, and my meaning appears to be this: The church of Lacdicea, 
loſing the true ſenſe of her poverty, miſery, blindneis aud nakedneſs, 
imagined herſelf rich and increaſed in goods; and from thence, grew 
luke warm: for which ſhe was reproved by our Saviour. But * 
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ſign of his charge, is to ſhew, that I am ſuch an enemy to true 


riches, to ſpiritual good, as to aſſert that the Saviour reproved it, in 


tue church of Laodicea but his, miſtake, or deceit, is very manifeſt 
here: the latter, I think, is pretty plain, becauſe throughout his A 
peal, his main charge againſt ze is, that I declare mankind to E 
pins incapable of bringing forth in themſelves, what is ſpiritually 
00 ably | 
ns How. conſpicuous the malice, I ſay, and deceit of his Charge here! 
where, I am made to ſuppoſe that the Laodiccan church, was poſſeſſed 
in themſelves of that ſpiritual good, and true riches, which I have 
every where elſe, denied to be in man! and that becauſe he would hint 
to the public, that I, not content with being an enemy to goodneſs 
myſelf, have declared Jeſus Chrift an enemy to it alſo; by aſſerting 
that he reproved it in the church of Lacdicea, I am well perſuaded 
he never ſuſpected me of intending what he has charged me with, i. e. 
That our Saviour reproved the church of Laodicea for growing rich, 
and increaſing in ſpiritual good. He knows the contrary :- he has de- 
clared the contrary : he hath taken much pains to ſhew, from my 
book, that I deny, and explode all ſpiritual good in man: and there- 
fore as to the rea/on of his charge, let the, world judge of it. I am 
very well aſſured, that the riches and goods which they /aid they in- 
creaſed in, had no exi/tence but in the pride, and deceivings, of their 
own hearts. But yet, they appeared as real to their deluded fancy 
in conſequence of which, they ſaw leſs of the neceſſity and preciouſ- 
neſs, of Chriſt; they grew lukewarm towards the Lord who bought 
them: their eyes ſtood out with fatneſs: like run they waxed fat 
and kicked : which would not have been the caſe, had they retained 
the true knowledga, of themſelves. And this J think to be the real 
caſe with Mr. Maſon and his adherents. 

But as to what is good, truly good, ſpiritually good, God forbid that 
I ſhould cenſure it! I know at cannot but merit the complacency of 
God, wherever it is: His /aw which 7s holy, juft and good, approves 
of it: and all who ſee it, muſt admire it, however unable to imitate 
it. But, it is what conſiſis in pride and warn conceit only, from hence 


* 


mankind hn and /ay I am rich and increaſed in goods, hen they - 


are not; as was the caſe with the church of Laodicea then, and with 
my opponent and his abettors zozv : I ſay it is is, which our Saviour 
reproves, and which I have ventured to ſet my face againſt. *. 

„No (ſays he) what a ſhocking perverſion: of our Lord's 'mean- 
„ing is here! if this is not attempting, what St. Paul deteſted with 
« the utmoſt abhorrence, viz. making Chrifl a miniſter, of fin, tis 
hard to ſay what is.” To which 1 might anſwer, what an incen- 
diary is here! what a /moaking firebrand / does my aſſerting that 
Chriſt reproves the conceit, pride, and hypocriſy of mankind, prove 
that I make him the miniſter of fin? does the reaſon of the charge 
exiſt, or any ſhadow. thereof, except in the malice and mud of my 
adverſary's brain ? | >= 
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The apoſtle never propoſed that any perſon ever dd or could make 
Chrift the miniſter of fin : Nay, he ſuggeſts the contrary; i. e. that 
Chrift cannot be the miniſter of fin : Paul having declared that Perer, 
&c. did not walk uprightly, and according to the truth of the goſ- 
= in the diſtin tion made between Jew and Gentile at Antioch, in 
is reproof to him, ſays; Knowing that a man is not juſtified by the 
ori of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even aue hawe be- 
lieved in J Jus Chrift, that we might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, 
and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law ſpall no 
Haſh be juſtified. But if while wwe ſeek to be juſtified by Chrift, we our- 
ſelves alſo are found finners, is therefore Chriſt the miniſter of fin; God 
orbid. | 
3 If Peter, who was a Jew, and ſought to be juſtified by Chri/ alone, 
was himſelf found a ſinner, in diſſembling with the grace of God, re- 
fuſing fellowſhip with Gentiles, who were juſtified by the ſame Chri/, 
was Chriſt the miniſter of his fin? God forbid! for as he, by build- 
ing again the things which he once deſtroyed, made himſelf a tranſ- 
greſſor: ſo was it evident, that this procedure of his, Was not of 
Chriſt, came not from the knowledge and ſpirit of his goſpel, but 
from the fear of the Jews, &c. Therefore Cyriſi could not be the mi- 
niſter of ſin. | | 
Now with what propriety the author of the Appeal can accuſe me 
of making Chrift the miniſter of fin: for ſaying he reproved the 
church of Laodicea in the ſharpeſt manner, for growing rich, and in- 
creaſing in goods, for not retaining a juſt ſenſe of her poverty, mi- 
ſery, blindneſs, and nakedneſs; fee the public judge; for if my 
words ſuppoſe, as it is plain they do, that the latter, i. e. her po- 
verty, miſery, blindneſs, and nakedneſs, was her true ſtate: Then 
the former, viz. her growing rich and increaſing in goods, in the ſame 
paſſage, is ſuppoſed to be a fal/e conceited wiew of herſelf, and there- 
fore worthy of reproof. | 
Mr. Maſon, to ſhew that the church of Laodicea was not rich in 
good works, did not increaſe in goods, in the fruits of the ſpirit, &c. 
Cites this paſſage, I counſel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou may, be rich; ſurely, he appears to me to be the leaſt of a 
Chriſtian expoſitor, that ever undertook to explain the ſcriptures : 
what is this go/d tried in the fire, that was to inrich ber? Good works, 
goods in a ſpiritual ſenſe, ſays my antagoniſt : But I underſtand” by 
it, the faith and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift himſelf : the works of 
that man who zs more precious than fine gold, yea more than the golden 
avedge of Ophir. That his faith has been tried in the fire, and en- 
riches ſons of men, is manifeſt from the ſcriptures. Could my 
adverſary but take our Lord's advice, in the following words, And 
anoint thine eyes wwith eye: ſalue, that thou mayeſi ſie: he would with 
much more perſpicuity, diſcern his meaning in the former part. The 
Laedicean church, was a chriſtian church; ſhe ſaid ſhe was rich, and 
increaſed in goods. 


Mr, 


1 
Mr. Ma/on, &c. profeſs themſelves of the chriſtian church, and that 
they are rich, and increaſed in s: The former knew not that 
they were miſerable, poor, and blind, and naked: The latter alſo are 
ignorant of this: hey deny their being in ſuch a ſtate : But the for- 
mer, the church of Lnodicea, was deceived ; ſhe pretended to be what 
the was not, to have ſome other riches than what ſhe had in'Chrift.- 


and I ſhould be glad to know, what proof the latter, Mr. Major and 


his aſſociates, can give, that it is not their yery caſe'? | 
More horrid ſtill (ſays he) is this author's next affertion,” And 
then ' ſhews himſelf, as he does in all his citations from my book, a 
baſe interpolater. After having ſhewn the neceſſity of mankind's re- 
taining a juſt ſenſe of their poverty, miſery, blindneſs, and naked- 


neſs, according to the doctrine of God our Saviour; my words are 


thoſe. But antichriſt ſays you -wf increaſe in goods, you muſt 
«© grow rich, rich in wifdom, knowledge, holineſs, goodneſs, virtue 
and experience; and except you thus increaſe in goods, Chri/t 
„ ſhall profit you nothing.“ | * 2600 

No compare this with his quotation : and you will find he has 
left out the words You muft' incrraſe in goods 3; in the beginning of 
the ſeritence : and at the clo of it, thoſe words, And except you thus 
increaſe in goods Chrift ſhall profit you nothing, are left out alſo. For 
what reaſon, (to uſe his own words) he is beſt able to ſay: but ave 
haye the liberty to judge. From this his conduct throughout the 
whole of his book, the public, as well as my/elf, may learn what he is 
canon of. '- 990 C7 $4 208d HER 
After a full diſplay of his meanneſi, and loro art, in the quotation ; 
he vociferates unmercifully : © Daring impiety ! unparalell'd blaſphe- 
my! thus to aſcribe the doctrine of the Amen, the faithful and true 


«« evirneſ5, to the teachings of antichriſt, but charming news . quiet-" 


„ing doſe this! pleaſing enough ſuch doctrine is, to thoſe who are 
«© hardned — the Keceitfulneſs of ſin, and commit iniquity. with 


«« greedineſs, who profeſs to know God, but in works deny him, be- 


ing abominable and diſobedient, and to every good work repro- 
„ bare,” page 26. 5 n hen in 


Whether it ſhall appear to the public, that I am right or avrong I 
cannot determine: but one thing muſt certainly be evident to them; 
that my caſe is a little hard, in having to do with a man whoſe7hroar 
is an open ſepulchre, whoſe tongue uſes deceit, and under whoſe" lips i, 

15 of aſps : whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs." Daring ' 


the poi 
go 6 unparallell'd blaſphemy! &c. are for ever in his mouth. 


or does he ſeruple applying che reprobate characters to me and 


my work, (whenever he meets with any thing galling to his conſcience, 
or underftanding) he opens the gates of hell with as mach -a/e and 
authority, as if he was firſt porter there. 4 
haut chat I aſcribe the doctrine of the Amen, the faithful and trae 
 evitne/5, to the teachings of antichriſt, is a falſhood : nor can it ap- 


pear from my propoſitions, even to the moſt_pr-adiced mind until it 


be 


Cu 


be firſt proved, that this is the doctrine of the Amen: i. e. except you 
* thus increaſe in goods Chrift ſhell profit you nothing. Nor doth it appear 
to be ſo guieting a doſe as Mr. Ma/on repreſents it, ſince it hath operated 
very powerfully upon bim, as is manifeſt from the filthy vomit he has 
caſt forth: a full proof of its emetical force, or the unparallell'd 
foulneſs of his ſtomach, | | 
As to his continued charge of licentiouſneſs, doubtleſs it would be 
very unſeemly for me to /irive with this good man, about human 
goodneſs'; or whether he, or I, be the holief man: For not he that 
commendeih himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth,; only 
thus much I will ſay, we certainly are, in the cg at leaſt, as good 
as he, as free from difſimulation, as free from ſlander, as free from 
cruelty, bigotry and ſuperſtition, as free from doing evil, that good 
may come. What injoyment, what conſolation, what fellowſhip with 
the Father and with his Son Je Chri/? hath he, which I havg not? 
Is it . to ſay he knows ſome, whom he is pleaſed to call Anti- 
nomians, that are frothy, full of levity, contemners of ſerious reli - 
ion, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God? Suppoſe he ſhould 
ay there are ſuch among my bearers, what does that proye ? Doth 
it argue the doctrine is bad? And that all the congregation are ſuch ? 
Is it not equally forcible againſt all other congregations of people, 
who certainly have among them, perſons anſwering to the above 
character ? the conſequence of which would be, this blaſphemqus and 
ridiculous inference ; all manner of doctrine is bad or why mult it be 
urged againſt us only? is it not extreamly partial? Doth it nat prove 
us rather nearer than our accuſers to the following character, Bleſſed 
are you auen men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you; and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evil againft you falſly for my Jake ? To the falſe inferences, 
baſe inſinuations, and groundleſs accuſations, to the enmity. and vi- 
rulence here with he concludes his fifth chapter, I ſhall only reply, 
The Lord rebuke thee O. ſatan, the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem rebuke. 
thee, is not this a braud plucked out of the burning. = 
Now beginneth the 6th chapter of Mr. Maſon's Appeal, containing 
great variety, and many wonderful things. Thus he openeth it. 
„ As a farther ſpecimen of this author's rejecting, and oppoſing 
« the plain truths of ſcripture, by deſcribing them as the marks of 
« the falfe Chrif: for the ſake of brevity I will now preſent to 
« the world in a contraſted view, with this interrogation, Who 7s 
4 on the Lord's fide who?” Now for his miracles ; he has appropriated 
the character of _ let him prove himſelf as My/es did to be on 
the Lord's fide, he may expect the gathering of the people to 
him. WY Sow Wer 
In his quotations from my book, he has a&ed his part as uſual, 
pick'd my words, without haying any regard to their connection: 
ſuffer me therefore to ſet them down myſelf: page 105. © Falſe 
. « chrifts are things which bear the name of Chriſi, and have that 
« honour, power, and glory, attributed to them, which we to 
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% 7e/us of Nazareth only: a prevailing deception atteſted | 
„ tigns and wonders, If falſe Cg. — the — which — 
* Chriſt, and are not, I think it not impoſſible to find them out, 
and to prove that they are now in the world, and have deceived 
% many. The falſe Chrift is a compound of pride, darkneſs, deceit, 
« ſelf-love, enmity againſt the true Chriſt, &c. but then it bears the 
names of humility, the light within, faithfulneſs, truth, love to 
God, and zeal for holineſs ; (in contradiſtinction to that dangerous 
«« propoſition, of ſalvation by the blood of 7e/as Chriſt alone; and of 
being compleat in him; though ſinners in ourſelves.) Where 
* mankind are ignorant of the ſcriptures, and of the power of God, 
and yet reading, and hearing of Chriſt being in them, and being 
. allo. bid to examine themſelves whether Chrift be in them, they 

look into themſelves ; thus inquiring, have 1 Chrift ? i. e. Do I love 

« God, and hate iniquity ? am I thirſting to be more holy, and la- 

« menting.my faults ? do I increaſe in light, knowledge, and under- 

* ſtanding? if I do, then I have Chri: This is Chrif in me the 

«« hope of glory.” | | | | 

From hence, it is abundantly evident, that my deſign in thoſe 

words was to ſhew that a Chriſt compounded of thoſe ſuppoſed qua- 

lities in man, is the falſe Chrift. 5 

Mr. Maſon's taking up the cudgels againſt me in this particular, 
proves him on the other ſide of the queſtion; namely, that to love 
God, to hate iniquity, thirſting to be more holy, lamenting our faults, 

increaſing in knowledge, light, underſtanding, &c. is the true CHiſ. 

By which I conchude that Mr. Ma/on, to the moment of his writing 

this, remain'd altogether ignorant of the true Chrif. By the true 

Chriſt J mean the perſon who was born of the Virgin at Bethlehem, 

who died upon a croſs, was buried and aroſe from the dead on the 

third morning. - 5 

Mr. Maſan by confefling and vindicating the Chriſt compounded of 
divers qualities in the human heart, denies the perſonality of the true 
Chrift with all the fruits and conſequences of his birth, life, death, 
and reſurrection; except as the procuring cauſe of ſome greater good 
in us, 

Where I have aſſerted that the falſe Chrif is a compound of pride, 
darkneſs, deceit, felf-love, enmity againſt the true CHriſt, &c. I 
mean the ſame as where I propoſe him to conſiſt in ſome ſuppoſed 
qualities of loving God, hating iniquity, thirſting to be more holy, 
lamenting our faults, increaſing in light, knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, &c. Becauſe it may be eaſily ſeen that the boaſt of the /arter, 
i. e. man's ſuppoſing himſelf poſſeſs d of theſe gracious habits in 

his ow# perſon, proves the exiſtence of the former in him. 

My propoſition already made concerning true holineſs, is, that it 
conſiſts in a conſtant privation of itſelf, as it refers to any knowledge, 
or conception which man has of it, as being in himſelf : our dream 
of being humble, demonſtrates our * and our bcaſt of —_ 

| | 2 
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be firſt proved, that this is the doQrine of the Amen: i. e. except you 
* thu increaſe in goods Chriſt all profit you nothing. Nor doth it ap - 
to be ſo quieting a doſe as Mr. Maſon repreſents it, ſince it hath operated 
very powerfully __ bim, as is maniteſt from the filthy vomit he has 
2 pr 


caſt forth: oof of its emetical force, or the unparallell'd 

foulneſs of his ſtomach, | | 
As to his continued charge of licentiouſneſs, doubtleſs it would be 
very unſeemly for me to /irive with this good man, about human 
goodneſs; or whether he, or I, be the holief man: For not. he that 
cammendeih himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth,; only 
thus much I will ſay, we certainly are, in the negative at leaſt, as good 
as he, as free from diſſimulation, as free from ſlander, as free from 
cruelty, bigotry and ſuperſtition, as free from doing evil, that good 
may come. What injoyment, what conſolation, what fellowſhip with 
the Father and with his Son Jeu Chri/? hath he, which I havg not? 
Is it enough to ſay he knows ſome, whom he is pleaſed to call Anti- 
nomians, that are frothy, full of levity, contemners pf ſerious reli-. 
got, lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God ? Suppoſe he ſhould 
ay there are ſuch among my bearers, what does that proye ? Doth 
it argue the doctrine is bad? And that all the congregation are ſuch ? 
Is it nat equally forcible againſt all other congregations of people, 
who certainly have among them, perſons anſwering to the above 
character ? the conſequence of which would be, this blaſphemous and 
ridiculous inference ; all manner of dodrine is bad or why mult it be 
urged againſt us only? is it not extreamly partial? Doth it not prove 
us rather nearer than our accuſers to the following character, Blefed 
are you when men fhall rewile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evil again you falfy for my ſake ? To the falle inferences, 
baſe inſinuations, and groundleſs accuſations, to the enmity and vi- 
rulence where with he concludes his fifth chapter, I ſhall only reply, 
The Lord rebuke thee O ſatan, the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem rebuke. 
thee, is not this a braud plucked out of the burning. bs] 
Now beginneth the 6th chapter of Mr. Maſon's Appeal, containing 
eat variety, and many wonderful things, Thus he openeth it. 
As a farther ſpecimen of this author's rejecting, and oppoſing 
« the plain truths of ſcripture, by deſcribing them as the marks of 
„ the falfe Chrif: for the fake of brevity I will now preſent to 
« the world in a contraſted view, with this interrogation, ho it 
«© on the Lord's fide who ?” Now for his miracles; he has appropriated 
the character of Moſes, let him prove himſelf as My/es did to be on 
= Lord's fide, before he may expect the gathering of the people to 
Im. . | 1109 | 
In his quotations from my book, he has acted his part as uſual, 
pick'd my words, without haying any regard to their connection: 
ſuffer me therefore to ſet them down myſelf: page 1035. Falſe 
« chriſt; are things which bear the name of Chri/, and have that 
« honour, power, and glory, attributed to them, which belon 2 
5 „% eus 
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* Je/us of Nazareth only: a prevailing deception atteſted by great 
* tligns and wonders. If falſe Chrifts are the things which are called 
* Chriſt, and are not, I think it not impoſſible to find them out, 
* and to prove that they are now in the world, and have deceived 
* many. The falſe Chrift is a compound of pride, darkneſs, deceit, 
«« ſelf-love, enmity againſt the true Chrif, &c. but then it bears the 
names of humility, the light within, faithfulneſs, truth, love to 
“ God, and zeal for holineſs ; (in contradiſtinction to that dangerous 
«« propoſition, of ſalvation by the blood of 7e/as Chrift alone; and of 
„ bemg compleat in him; though ſinners in ourſelves.) Where 
« mankind arc ignorant of the ſcriptures, and of the power of God, 
« and yet reading, and hearing of Chriſt being in them, and being 
„ alſo. bid. to examine themſelves whether Chriſt be in them, they 
look into themſelves ; thus inquiring, have I Chrift ? i. e. Do I love 
« (God, and hate iniquity ? am I thirſting to be more holy, and la- 
„ menting my faults ? do I increaſe in light, knowledge, and under- 
« ſtanding? if I do, then I have Chrif: This is Chrift in me the 
« hope 4 glory.“ | | * 
From hence, it is abundantly evident, that my deſign in thoſe 
words was to ſhew that a Chriſt compounded of thoſe ſuppoſed qua- 
lities in man, is the falſe Chriſt. ; 

Mr. Maſon's taking up the cudgels againſt me in this particular, 
proves him on the other ſide of the queſtion; namely, that to love 
God, to hate iniquity, thirſting to be more holy, lamenting our faults, 
* increaſing in knowledge, light, underſtanding, &c. is the true Chrip.. 
By which I conchude that Mr. Ma/on, to the moment of his writing 
this,  remain'd altogether ignorant of the true Chrif, By the true 
Chriſt 1 mean the perſon who was born of the Virgin at Bethlehem, 
who died upon a croſs, was buried and aroſe from the dead on the 
third morning. - 2 

Mr. Maſon by confeſſing and vindicating the Chrif compounded of 
divers qualities in the human heart, denies the perſonality of the true 
Chrift with all the fruits and conſequences of his birth, life, death, 
and reſurrection ; except as the procuring cauſe of ſome greater good 
in as, | 
Where I have aſſerted that the falſe Chrift is a compound of pride, 
darkneſs, deceit, felf-love, enmity againſt the true Chrift, &c, I 
mean the ſame as where I propoſe him to conſiſt in ſome ſuppoſed 
qualities of loving God, hating iniquity, thirſting to be more holy, 
lamenting our faults, increaſing in light, knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, &c. Becauſe it may be eaſily ſeen that the boaſt of the /arrer, 
i. e. man's ſuppoſing himſelf poſleſs'd of theſe gracious habits in 
| his oz perſon, proves the exiſtence of the former in him. 

My propoſition already made concerning true holineſs, is, that it 
conſiſts in a conſtant privation of itſelf, as it refers to any knowledge, 
or conception which man has of it, as being in himſelf : our dream 
of being humble, demonſtrates our Pride; and our bcaft of (ring 

| 2 
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God, proves out eumity to him, becauſe it is an hint that we give as 
well as receive. The notion of our increaſe in light and knowledge, 
evidences our folly; and to imagine that we do any thing worthy 
of God, or that tends to recommend us to bim, is indeed to make 
war againſt the Lamb, and anſwers exactly to the woman fitting upon 
the ſcarlet coloured braſt, full of names of blaſphemy, 

As I have ſhewn in my anſwer to the charge exhibited againſt me, 
reſpecting my comment on the ſtate of the Laodicean church, fo I 
ſay again, that where I make the falſe Cri to conſiſt in the dream 
of being humble, of loving God, and hating iniquity, of being 

changed, of thi: ſting to de more holy, &c. it is not of thoſe'things 
where I believe them to be real, to be ſpiritual and good : as they are 
in him who is the truth; bat it is as they appear in the fadow only, 
in man as the pattern, and that a very faint one of heavenly things : 
becauſe there the dream of them puffs up; gives very important 
and coxcomical airs to enthuſiaſtic ire ſwelled with conceit, they 
propheſy, they bleſs, they curſe, they ſave or damn whom they pleaſe; 
and yet theſe things are reſpected by them, as Chrift in them the 
hope of glory. Hence if a perſon ſpeak in the name of Jeſus, and 
of ſalvation by his blood alone; he is cenſured by them, as an 
enemy to good Works, an enemy to the good work of grace within, 
to the work of the ſpirit upon the heart, &c. Mr. Majon's contraſt 
was deſigned to accuſe me in this particular: if what I have al- 
ready ſaid is not ſuſhcicnt to break the wy. of it, I will yet "tay 
more. 

What does his eden of ſeriptures in his Antitheſis prove? 
Firſt, that there are thoſe things in reality, which I aver to be in 
him and his abettors in appearance offly ; the truth of which T have 

| ſufficiently ſhewn. Secondly, that they are exhortations according to his 
own confeſſion. Does the precept or exhortation given to 4 man, prove 
him to be in reality what he is exhorted to? yea ſaith Mr. Ma/or ; 
guy ſaith Relly, the former is above giving any reaſon for his aſſertion ; 
but runs from one text of ſcripture unto another, as though he was 
telling his beads, without the confideration of conne4ion or propriety : 
if they contain words the ſame in /ound to what I have > % as the 
characters of Antichriſt it is enough with him. | 

But to come to the teſt, becauſe the law faith, thou ſhale have 
none other Gods but me; it is not a juſt inference that Mr. Maſon 
has no God before him; who labours ſo zealouſly to ſet up another 
Jeſus than what the apoftles preached: and who fays of the works- 
of his hands, ye ate my Gods. Or becauſe the law fays, thou ſhalt 
not make to thyſelf any grayen image, or the likeneſs of any thing 
in heayen above, or in the earth beneath, thou ſhalt not bow down, 

or worſhip them, &e. that Mr. Man does not form likeneſſes of 

God, which he reverences very highly; and to which he bows down : 

ſince he has his hopes and expectations thence. Or becauſe it ſays, 

thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God ih vain; that 
Mr. 
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Mr. Maſon does not do it, for he has a deal of the parrot about 
him, and talks much of God, out of the faith and ſpirit of his name; 
yea even where he underſtands him not. 'Or, that becauſe the law. 
ſaith, remember thou ſhalt keep holy the ſabbath day, that Mr. Ma- 
/on muſt neceſſarily keep the ſabbath, when he has never yet under- 
ſtood the nature and de/ign thereof; if he has let him ſhew it, and 
prove me miſtaken. Nor does it follow of necgſſity, becauſe the law 
ſaith, Honour thy father and thy mother, that Mr. Ma/on does it 
with a perfect heart. Or becauſe it ſays, thou ſhalt do no murder, 
that he does not hate his brother, except he has the knack of ſay- 
ing, I only hate the reprobate, but the reprobate is not my ro- 
ther; therefore I do not hate my brother, Neither does it follow, 
that becauſe the law ſays, thou ſhalt not commit adultery, that Mr. 
Maſon has not looked on a woman to luſt after her; or where it 
ſays, thou ſhalt not fea/, that he has not affected what was not his, 
own. Nor does it by any means prove, becauſe it ſays thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour, that Mr. Ma/or is not 
guilty of it, witneſs his Appeal, &c. Nor becauſe it ſays thou ſhalt 
not covet, that he has not /ufted : and yet ſuch are the inferences which 
he draws to prove me wrong. | 22 1 Sgt | 
It does not f.*.low, becauſe the righteouſneſs of the law is thus 
deſcribed : that the man which does thoſe things ſhall live by them, that 
any child of man doth them, or can live thereby. He who was am able 
miniſter of the new teſlament hath told us, that 7% letter killethg but 
the fpirit giveth life: the letter killeth by precept and exhortation, com- 
manding and exhorting us to what we cannot attain, until we- are 
ſlain thereby: to all wiſdom, ſtrength, and holineſs as in ourſelves ; 
from this death we are quickned by the ſpirit, who giveth us life in 
Chriſt, in whom the letter is fulfilled : we live in the fulfilling of all 
righteouſneſs in him, He being the end of the law, for righteouſneſs to 
every one aubo believeth. Therefore the letter conſiſting of 
exhortations, deſcriptions, &c. ſerveth only to ſlay to the fleſh :' for 
where a man is ſincerely concerned to fulfil, he is pd at 
once puſhed forward to it, and at length convinced of his inability: 
to perform; by this means he is at the rf brought to look unto 
Jeſus, and by this means, the neceſſity of looking to him all the 
days of man's life, is manifeſt: but this is not the caſe with the 
hypocrite, who having never ſeen the breadth of the divine com- 
mandment, is not ſlain by the leer; but lives in the grand de- 
ception, viz. that he hath in bim/e/f what he is commanded and ex- 
horted to: and that he anſwers to the deſcription * 20hy and purity, 
according to the qualities and diſpoſitions, abounding in his ove, 
ſpirit ; hence it is he reckons of himſelf, by the precept, exhorta- 
tion, and deſcription; and imagines himſelf poſſeſſed of that, love to 
God, hatred to ſin, that perfect change, humility, heavenly-minded-, 
neſs, &c. which the ſcripture requires; and that according to-virtues 
and graces in his own mind: thus the whole buſineſs of the incar- 
| | nation; 


| part, ſees but in 
is perfect; conſequently has — 
later, the ſpirit which giveth life. 
iner of the ald teſtament, not of the /pirir 
fundry ſoriptures to prove, that ht loves 
iniquity, that be is changed, that Be is humble, 
thaw bv is heavenly minded, and chirſting to be more holy, that hs 
meme his faults, that be increaſes in light, knowledge and un- 
derſtund ing, that % i converted, that h believes, that he bears the 
Fults- ef the ſpirit,” that he has the marks of grace, that none can 
„ ky anything to her charge, as one of God's eleft ; that he is cer- 

5 Og from his neighbours, that he is made holy as the 

ef God; that i has. through much afliduity in all the ordi- 
nerices; and by a conſtant application unto all the means of grace, 
Made His ealling and eleftivir ſure, and now br is bleſt, be is happy, 
come fe, come dearth; i is ready. But does the ſcriptores which 
command thoſe things, which exhor/s to them, which deſcribes the 

Auto of à man in Cb, prove that man is this in Sies I 

Wave gireddy ſhewn the contrary, as alſo the end and de/ign of precepts, 

eathorations, &e. | BEET, $74 

Wit Mr. Major, &c. reads Maſi only, the vail is upon the 
heave untaken away; and all that I can fay will be to no purpoſe, 

Due when they turn to the Lord; the vail will be removed, and 
they will fond what I have faid to be true. | 

have not denied the truth of a change, even to perfeQtion, in 

— — by attaining to the fulneſs of the ſtature of Chrif, to the 

pe man in Sim; as eſſential to which, we love God, have re- 

pentante and remiſſion of fins, we hate iniquity, are humble, hea- 
venly minded, &c. But as I affirm this is only in Chriſt, where not 
_ found in our own righteouſneſs which is by the law, we are 
wund in him, married unto him, believing in him, Chri/t and all his 
fruts are ous, by us poſſeſſed in bin. 

Zu Mr. Mayor ſays we have it in our/elver,, that is, be and every 
ocker go man have it in themſelves. I would only aſe, is there 
ns other way of- his proving iz but by words ? affirm that the 
dam of having! this in au proves us corrupt; but he makes 
it che 
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only attended to, it is not a difficult matter to exhibit a contraſt, nor 
is it impoſſible to point out ſomething ſimilar to it from the Appeal: 
(tho' the author never ventured out of the ſound of the letter, except 


to bring 


railing accuſations; and then indeed he conceived, and 


brought. forth in the ſpirit; but it was in the ſpirit of him who 


was a liar from the beginning.) 


Theſes. 


of a ſinger's juſtification in the 
ſight of God, bath been often 
controyerted, whether by faith | 
or goad works ; but except at 
this preſent time, ſcarcely ever 
was it known that any one ex- 

clyded either, much leſs Br 
faith and warks from eternal 
life and falyation, Pages 1. 


5 
0 

— 

| 

| 


The inward ſanQification of | 


their ſouls, ſhews itſelf by gut · 
ward holineſs of life and. prac- 


tice. 


2 
+ 


And to the glory of God. 
there eper was, and a is, 4 
cloud of witneſſes, who from 
mward knowledge and expe- 
rignce, have born their teſti- 
mony to the truth thereof. 
page 23. 


* 


ro 
Mr. Maſon fays, the doftrine | 


and pf this I will give a ſhort ſpe» 


Antitheſis. 


Knowing that a may is wat jufti- 


fied by the works of the dew, but. the 
faith of Teſus Chrift, Gal. ii. 1 


Beivg juſtified freely by his grace thr 
| the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. iii. 24. Being now juſtified by 
his blood, Rom. v. g. 15 the Lord 
all all the feed of Ibael 2 
ed, and Hall glory, Iſalah xlv. as 
Chriſt was raiſed again for aur i 


| fication, Rom. iv, 25, Eon fa bythe 


righteouſneſs of one, tu free gi tam 
upon all men wnto juſtification af lifts 
Rom. V. 18. . TY SOEG 


And God ſaw that the wickedneſs 
F man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually, 
Gen. vi. 5. For there is not a juft 
| man upon earth that duch guad 'and 
finneth not, Eccleſ. vii. 20. Thee is 


ane that doeth good, no not one, Plal. 


Xi. LO 


Tbe beſt of them is as a briar, the 
| moſt upright is ſharper than a thorn 
badge, Micah vii. 4. For every bro- 
ther will utterly ſupplant, and every 
neigbbour will walk with ſlander, Jer. 
ix. 4. For I know that in me (that 
is in my fleſp) dwelleth no good thing, 


Rom. vii. 18. When I would do 
I g994, cuil is greens with me, . 


But 1 an can and fald under [ivy 
Vij. 14. Cunſid is , on tha 


| ö centinueth net in all the things aulucij 


Believers bring forth fruit 
n e! 
mY 1 


ans . 0 
«as + * 


. 


% 
— 1 
o & 


righteouſneſs! no more than 
the crown of thorns, which 


was put on NH in the day of 
his humiliation and ſuffering, 


wag counted for righteouſtels 
Page 13. r 


* 


> 


Thus do the ſcriptures of 
truth teſtify of the work 
of the ſpirit, on the hearts 
of the members of Jeſus, 
ucing theſe holy and 
ppy effects, page 20. 
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Page 
Lay 


Chris faich cohnted ſor 


i 


en, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
8 
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Antitcheſis. 


are written in the book of the law to 


| 


| ds them; Gal. iii. 10. For in mai 


things ave offind all, James iii. 2. 
If awe Jay that aue have no foh ab. 
deceive ourſel es, and the truth is not 
in ul, John i. 8. 

| Iſrael is an empty vine, he bringeth 
forth fruit unto himſelf,” according to 
the \multitude of his fruits, he 2 
increaſed the „Hoſea x. 1. Tam 
a green fir tree, from me is ti fruit 
found, Hoſea xiv. Ss. 


I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, Gal. ii. 20. The thaſtiſement 
of our peaes was upon him and with 
his \ftripes aue are healed, Iſaiah 
liii. 5. For he hath made him to be 
fin for us who knew no fin, that 
| awe might be made the righteouſneſs 
of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 2. Of 
him are ye in Chrift Jeſus, who of 
God is made unto us, wiſdom, righ-- 
teouſneſs, ſanttification, and redemp- 


Even the righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto all and upon all them that be- 


llieve, for there is no difference, Rom. 


iii. 22. JP hich are ſandified by faith 


Tt auhich is in me, Acts xxvi. 18. Shall 


their unbelief make the faith of God 


| without effect, Rom. iii. 3. When 


the Son of man cometh ſhall he find 
faith on the earth, Luke xviii. 8. 
There is one faith, Epheſ. iv: 5. | 


The ſpirit of truth which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, he ſhall 
| 2eſtify of me, John xv. 26. When he 
the ſpirit of truth is come, he will 
guide you into all truth, for he ſhall 


| not ſpeak of himſelf, he ſhall glorify 


1.9 


Thee. 


His own righteouſneſs which 
is of the law, done from legal 
principles, to gain the favour 
of God, and merit ſalvation, 


he looks on as filthy rags. 


ge 


And again, he that believeth 
not God hath made him a liar, 


becauſe he believeth not the 


record which God hath given 
of his Son, i. e. that ſinners 
are ſaved through faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift only, page 
11. and again, this is the re- 
cord that God hath given to 
us eternal life; to us! to 
whom ? to all mankind ? no 
ſuch thing, page 11. 


* 


Alntitheſis. 


ne, for he ſhall receive of mine, and 
Hall. fhew it unto you, John xvi. 1 3» 
14. Every ſpirit that confeſſeth that 
Teſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, bs of 


| Goa, 1 John iy. 2. he that fpraketh 


| himſelf feeketh his own lory : but 
that ſeeketh his glory — fent him, 
the ſame is true, and no unrighteouſneſs 


i in him, John vii. 18. 


But wwe are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteouſneſs are 
| as filthy rags, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. So like- 
wiſe ye, when ye ſhall have done 
all thoſe things which are commanded 
you, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants, 
| Luke xvii. 10. „„ „ 


N | 11 
He that believeth not, Gad hath 
made him a liar, becauſe he believeth 
not the record that God gave of his 
Son. And this is the record, that 
| God hath given to us eternal life : 
and this life is in his Son, 1 John v. 
10, 11. and he is the propitiation 
for our fins: and not for ours only, 
but alſo for the fins of the whole 
world, 1 John ii. 2. who gave himſelf 
a ranſom for all, to be tified in due 
time, 1 Tim. ii. 6. that he by the 
grace of God fhould taſte death for 
| every man, Heb. ii. 9. Aud in thy 


4 feed ſhall all the nations of the earth | 


be bleſſed, Gen. xxii. 18. For as in 
Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive, 1 Cor. xy. 22. 
for God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all, Rom. Xi. 32. Becayſe we 
| thus judge, that if one died for all, 


q then were all dead, 2 Cor. v. 14. 


} 


| tion: even ſo by the righteouſneſs of 
G 


therefore as by the offence of one judge 


ment came upon all men to condemna- 


| ons 
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Theſis. 


I would by no means at- 
' tempt to diſtarb him in his 
reveries, page 4. It is plain! 
1 juſt as plain as thoſe words 
% inform us, that Mr. Relly 
&« is an Iriſh biſhop, page 8. 


And that it is to be feared 
he is ignorant of the work of 
the ſpirit upon his own heart, 
and fo joins the enemies of 
truth, to ſpeak againſt thoſe 
things he knows not of, page 
21. 


Equally as abſurd and ridi- 
culous, neither ſupported by 
ſolid reaſon or ſcripture truths, 
but contrary to, and incon- 


ſiſtent with both, is this au- 


thor's figment of Union: a no- 
tion begot by carnal ideas, and 
hatched from groſs concep- 


tions, page 31. 


| 


| 


| 


Antitheſis. 


one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto juſtification of lifz, Rom. v. 18, 


Neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talk- 
ing, nor jeſling, which are not con- 
venient, Eph. v. 4. A ſcorner ſecketh 
wiſdom, and findeth it not, Prov. xiv. 
6. This wiſdom deſcendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, ſenſual, de- 
wilih, But the wiſdom which is 
from above, is firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocriſy, Jam. 
Ill. 15, 17. | 


Judge not, that ye be not judged, 
Matth. vii. 1. But with me it is 
a very ſmall thing that I ſhould be 
Judged of you, or of man's judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own ſelf, 1 Cor. 
iv. 3. Who art thou that judgeſs ano- 
ther man's ſervant ? to his on maſter 
he flandeth or falleth : yea, he ſhall 
be holden up : for God is able to make 
him ſtand, Rom. xiv. 4. 


But theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe things 
they know not, Jude 10. But the, 
as natural brute beaſts, made to be 
taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of the 
things they underſtand not, 2 Pet. ii. 
12. For abe are members of his body, 
of his fleſh, and of his bones, Epheſ. 
v. 30. For this cauſe ſhall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and 
ſhall be joined unto his wife, and 
they tauo ſhall be one fleſh. This is a 
great myſtery ; but I ſpeak concerning 
Chrift and the church, Epheſ. v. 
31, 32. According to his own purpoſe 
and grace which was given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus, before the auorld began, 
2 Tim. i. g. | 

And 
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dn | Antitheſis, 
And ſurely, before any perſon Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 


can imbibe this author's princi- | againſt thy neighbeur, Exod, 20. 16. 
ples, he muſt attain ſome of his | He that hideth hatred with lying lips, 


Jeſuitical cunning, in corrupting and he that mttereth ſlanders, is a 
the plain ſenſe of ſcripture, in | fool, Prov. x. 18. Thou filieft and 
wreſtling and perverting the ob- | /prakecrh again/# thy brother ; thou. 
vious meaning of the word of | Aandereſi thine own muther's ſons, 
God, in order to ſupport un- | Pſal. I. 20. Not (as wwe be ande- 
ſcriptural and unchriſtian poſi- | rouſly reported, and as ſome affirm 
tions; and to the encouraging | that we /ay) let us do evil, that 
licentiouſneſs of life and con- good may come, whoſe damnation is 
verſation, page 18, Jul, Rom. iii. 8, Neither can they 
, | prove the things whereof they now 
| accuſe me, Acts xxiv. 13. Falſe wit- 
_ # nefſes did riſe up; they laid "7 
charge things that I knew not, P 
XXXV. 11. 


Say ye happy, becauſe be- Lye not one to another, Col. iii. 
lieving members of Chri/t; | 9, But if ye have bitter envying 
ſay, doth not this belief excite | and rife in your hearts, glory nats 
the moſt irreconcileable ab- | and lye not againſt the eruth, Jam. 
horrence of all ungodlineſs ? | iii. 14. F awe /ay that we have fel 
doth not this faith moſt pow-. loauſbip with him, and walk in dark- 
erfully incite to evangelical obe- gf, wwe he, and do not the truth, 
dience, to all holineſs of life | 1 John i. 6. There is a generation 
and practice? as in the laſt days. | that are pure in their own eyes, and 
ſcofters will come, walking, yet is not waſhed from their filthi- 
after their own luſts, I would | ne/5, Prov. xxx. 12. Which Jay, fand 
ſtir up your pure minds by f & thy/elf, come not near ſo moe, for 
way of remembrance, page . J am holier than thou ; theſe are a 

2 Iſnole in my no/e, a fire that burneth 
all the day, Iſa. Ixv. 5. 


I might extend this contraſt to almoſt every particular propoſition 
which Mr. Maſe has advanced, had I time and inclination; but as I only 
intended at firſt, giving a ſpecimen of what might be done, I ſhall not 
urſue it. But I remember that in the 10th page of his Appeal, he 
Rach with more pleaſantry than becomes a man of ſuch eminent h- 
lineſs, ſcoffed at my ſaying, that all the maſters of Iſrael for theſe 
1700 years, have not been able to prove an harmony and recon- 
ciliation of ſcripture out of Chrift, Had he not been greatly con- 
ſcious of his own abilities, he would / not have reſpected it as ſo tri- 
fling a matter; and as it is more than probable, he will ſee this. 
J will here preſent him an view of the ſcriptures fr ana 
| | 2 ves: 


( 


monize without Chriff and th 


contraſting me with the /atter of 


Theſis. 


" Therefore hath he mercy on 
aubom he will have mercy, and 
avhem he will, be hardneth, ' 
Rom. ix. 18. 


What if God, willing to ſhew 

his wrath, and to make his 

power known, endured with 

much long ſuffering the weſſels 

L wrath fitted to deftruttion, 
om. ix. 22. 


I pray not for the world, but 

them which thou haſt given 
ne, for they are thine, John 
XVII. 9. | 


So then it is not of him that | 


ewilleth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of Ged that ſpeaueth mercy, 
Rom. ix. 16, 


But the elefion hath obtained 
it, and the reſt were blinded, 
Rom. xi. 7. 


According as it is auritten, 
C hath given them the = 4 
"of ſlumber, eyes that 1hty ſhould | 
not fee, and ears that they ſhould 
not hear, unto 


L 
* 


For the tran/aveſion of my peo- 
ple was be firicken, Ifa. liii. 8. - 


1 


1 


ix. 24. 


thir day, Rom. | 
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ſelves: that he may have an opportunity of Aining through the ex- 
erciſe of his talents, by reconciling them, and making them har- 


at he might alſo perceive, that his 
ſcripture is not an infallible rule. 


Antitheſis. 
Who auill have all  men' 10 be 


Javed, and to come to the knowledge 
£4 the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


| 


As I live, faith the Lord God, 1 
| have no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways : for why will 
ye die, O houſe of Iſrael, Ezek. xxxiii. 
11. 


And he is the propitiation for 
| our fins : and not for our fins only, but 
alſo for the fins of the whole world, 
1 John ii. 2. f | 
] 


And ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life, John v. 40. and 
| wwho/oewver æuill, let him take the 
water of life freely, Rev, xxii. 17. 
So run that ye may obtain, 1 Cor. 


Fer ar in Adam all died, even þo 
in Cbriſ ſhall all be made alive, 
1. Cor. xv. 22. 


A 


For God hath concluded them all 
in unbelief,” that he might baue mercy 
upon all, Rom. xi. 32. | 


Who gave himſelf | a we | 
all, to be teftified in due time, 1 = 
ii. 6. That he by the gract of God 


' Pbould taſte death fur "every man, 


x 1 Heb. ii. 9. 


2 


But 


But if our goſpel be- hid; it is 
hid to them that are laß, 2 Cor. 
n | 


| 
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| 


1 


Antithefis. - 


Therefore as by the offence of one, 
Judgment cams upon all men" 10 co. 
dempnation : even fo by the rgb 
neſs of one, the free gift eame upon 


all men to juſtification of life, Rom. 

a v. 18. * 7 

For not the hearers of the] By the deeds of the lanw, there fhall 

law are Ju before God, but the | no Ab be juſtified in his lr, Rom. 
0 6. law hall be jufti- | iii. 20. f N * 

fied, | ii. 13. 1 a 1 | 2 4 Wr. 
ii not Abraham our father | If Abraham were juftifed by works, 
Jaftifed by works, Jum. i. 21. a aps wr 


| You fee then how that by 
eworks a man is juſtified, and 


1 he hath whereef# to glory, but net be- 


fore God, Rom, „ 


We conclude, that a man it juſt 


wot by faith only, James ii. 24. 


Was not Rabab the 'barkt 
juſtified by works, James it. 25. 


g Who will render to every man 
according to his deeds, Rom. 
Aiken wy * 
For abe muſt all appear be- 
fore the judgment feat of Chriſt, | 
that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, accord- 
_ that he hath done, whether - 


it be good or bad, 2 Cor. v. 10. 


This is my covenant, which 
ye ſhall keep between me and 
"you, and thy feed after thee, 
very man child among you Hall 
be circumciſed, Gen. xvii. 10. 


Virih my ſabbaths ye ſhall 


keep, Ic. ye ſhall keep the ſabbath 


by faith, avithout the deeds of the la. 
Rom. iii. 28, OY EEE. 
Being now juſtified by his blot, wwe 
Hall be ſaved from wrath thro him. 
| Rom. v. 9. | | 


Fa. 
Even when awe wwere dread in fins 
hath he quickned us together auith 
Chrift, by grace ye are ſaved, Epheſ. 

| ihe 5. 


| 1 

Pi be by gract, then is it no more 
of vori: otherwiſe grate it no more 

grace. But if it be of works, then is 

it 20 more grace: otheraviſe work is 

no more work, Rom. xi. 6. 


© Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that 
if ye be circumciſed, Chrift ſhall pro- 


; fit you nothing, G 5 92 2. g A " 
| $5 bs, ' 34 11 * 


| 


„ "= 7 
eins 


unto thim, "the ſab- 


1 


And he ſaid 


bath was made for man, and not 


therefore : for it is holy unto you, 


| way for the ſabbath, 


Therefore the 


Son © 


[ 


Jurely be put to\death : for whe- 
deri any work therein, . 


Joever 
that faul. fall, be ul fon, 


13, I4- 


it be well æuith him: 
for they ſhall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Woe unto the wick- 
ed, it ſhall be ill with him: 
for the reward of his hands | 
Hall be given him, If. ili. 10.11. 


And it repented the Lord that 
he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart, 
Gen. vi. er nation a- 
gainſt whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will re- 
pent of the, evil that I thought 
to do unto them. If it do evil in 
my fight, that it obey not my 
voice, then I will repent of the © 
good ewherewith I ſaid I would 
benefit them, Jer. xviii. 8, 10. 
And the Lord repented that be 
bad made Saul king over Iſrael, 
1 Sam. XV. 35. 


| 


—_— 


defileth it, al 
bab, Mar. ii. 27, 28. Let no man 


5 


, F: 0 ; N ' ; 5 | 
Say ye io the righteous, that 


1 


vf, nor ſhadow of turning, Jam. 


54 1 
} 


e 
ö 


+ 


ehe 
Son of man is Lord allo of the fb- 


| therefore judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in reſpect of a holy day, 

or of a new moon, or of the ſabbath 
days: which are a ſhadow of things 


| 


to come; but the body is of Chriſt, Col. 
16. 1 %½. ö P 


Who hath ſaued us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his aun 
| purpoſe and grace which WAs. given 
| us. in Chrift Teſus, before the world 
| an, 2 Tim. i. 9. : 


Cod is not a man, that he ſhould 
lie, neither the fan of man, that 
he Gould repent : hath he /aid, and 
ſhall he not do it ?' or hath he ſpo- 
ken, and ſhall be not make it good, 
Num. xxiii. 19. And alſo the 
frrength of Iſrael will not lie, nor 
repent : for he is not a man that he 
ſhould repent, 1 Sam. xv. 29. The Lord 
hath ſworn, and will not repent, 
Pſal. ex. 4. But he is in one mind, 
and who can turn him, Job xxili. 
13. For I am the Lord, I change 
wh therefore ye ſous of Jacob are not 
conſumed, Mal. iii. 6. The father 4 ; 


lights, with whom is no 


| 


| 


i. 17. 


” 4 


If Mr. Maſen can reconcile and barmonize. thoſe ſcriptures with- 
out Chriß, he ſhall be a maſter-in Iſrael indeed: yea he ſhall be 
dub'd grand maſter of the order. And all the Arians, Socinians 


and Deiſis in Europe ſhall dance 
to be a very wonderful inimitabl 


I will then' offer another contraſt from the 


to his pipe: as he will then appear 
e man. | 8 
ſcriptures to his wiſ- 


dom, the reconciling of which may do him greater honour ſtill. 


Thoſe being only a few paſſage 


order or cunoſity in the choice. 


s I have picked up in haſte, without 


Speaking 
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Speaking of my ſyſtem, its being meant to glorify Je/u, he tells 


his reader, © And fure it muſt be confeſſed, chat he takes juſt as 


« an effectual method to do this, as though a perſon ſhould pre- 


tend great love to his preſent majeſty, and profeſs all loyalty 


„to his crown and government, but ſhould nevertheleſs only counter- 
« feit his coin, encourage his ſubjects to rebellion; adviſe them 
% to throw off the yoke of ſubjection, and tell them it is 
„criminal to yield obedience to his laws, - proclamations, and edicts. 
Bleſs me ſay I, and that ſeriouſſy, I ſhudder! what a terrible 


word pray is damnably, a right orthodox word ? it ſounds 1 


ſtrange and uncommon to my ear. I wonder whether the 


of this word may not proceed from that work upon the heart, which 
Mr. Maſon ſays, I am a ſtranger to, becauſe in truth the word is 


quite foreign to me? Only obſerve this good man's inſinuation, 


how it abounds with truth and charity : how juſt his compariſons 


are, from the beginning of the A until now. Hitherto I have 


been traduced, not only as one deſtitute of zeal and loyalty to the 
crown and government of 7e/us Chrif, but an enemy alſo to the profeſ- 


ſion of it. But ow I am brought upon the ſtage as one profefling 
zeal and loyalty to his crown and government, and yet counter- 


feiting his coin, encoura ing his ſubjects to rebellion, adviſing them 
to throw off the yoke of ſubjection, and telling them it is Jamnably 


criminal to yield obedience to his laws. To give him back his pious 


word, I chooſe not; let him tale it again: I do not chooſe to k 
it. Let him take it with this declaration: his accuſation is falſe : 


falſe in the utmoſt ſenſe of his own horrid word. And none but the 


offspring of him who was a lyar from the beginning, could have in- 
vented ſuch a charge: where is the ground of his inference ? where 


has he proved it? “ And all this (faith he) to ſupport and maintair{ 


% an odd whim, or chimera of the Union, that ſubſiſts between the 
« king and his ſubjects; ſo that every individual ſubje& conſtitutes 
«« a part, and the whole collectively conſidered makes up the king's 
«« natural body. | | jg 9 * 
This I never ſaid, nor did I make uſe of the ſimilitude of a king 
and his ſubjects, to illuſtrate the union of Chriſt and his church? 
becauſe it is not ſuſſiciently ſimilar, therefore not pertinent; beſides 
I ſhould have ſaid that colle&ively conſidered, they conſtituted rather 
his political, than natural body: hence (faith he) (Each individual 
«« perſon being part of the king, hath a right to do what ſeemeth 
6 y=_ in his own eyes.” It does not follow, the argument is baſe : 
if I am a member of his political body, is he not (as the King) my 
head? does not this appear from its being hit body, of which I 
am a member? (let it for the ſake of argument be called natural or 


e As a member of that body, of which, He, by its being 51. 


body viel ſubjeQion to che head. Po” 2 


y is the head, I am /abje to him: and that from the nature of the 
Union ſubſiſting between us: nor can each member which is a part 
of the king, have a right to do what he will: for the whole natural 


Union; 


N ſuppoſe it is „ 
now with ars as uſed by 
um, like a very ſine button faſtned to an old dirty thread - bare coat, 
for the ſake of wearing the button, he is oblig'd to put on the 
coat. Methinks it is a pity that 4 man ſo eminently the patron of 
and ſenſe, ſhould be ſo much of a pedant, as to uſe a word 
often, which the greateſt part of his readers do not underſtand; 
and all may not have dictionaries to have recourſe to. 
; \As to the Union, th he has undertaken to write againſt it, it 
3s notorious he has not iced one argumknt in oppoſition to it, 
except that ſlanderous one which I have anſwer d; nor has he attempt- 
ed to anſwer mine, either by ſhewing their weakneſs, or fallacy: But 
becauſe he is pleas'd to call it figment of Union, p. 8. whimſical no- 
tion of Union, p. 18. abſurd figment, of Union, p. 27. figment of 
Union, p. 31. he expects that the public, without any further enquiry, 
mould poſitively determine againſt it; only, becauſe he has cenſur'd 
it. There is a generation O ! how lofiy are their eyes, and their eye-lids 
are lifted up, Prov. xxx. 13. = 
He next quotes a paſſage from the Union, where my deſign was 
to ſhew that our fins were confeſs'd in the ſorrows, and ſufferings of 
Jeſus : and eternally forſaken in his reſurrection. This he anſwers 
with his uſual argument, Downright nonſenſe,” If it is abſolute 
nonſenſe, how can it be determin'd whether it is true or falſe ? For 
my part, I am weak enough to think that nonſenſe is neither true, 
nor falſe; to the idea of ſuch, who determine it nonſenſe. Otherwiſe 
they mean not what they ſay; but Mr. Maſam is a moſt extraordinary 
man, he even underftands nonſenſe, and can determine of its being 
true, or falſe, orthodox, or heterodox, and indeed he has more than 
once confeſs'd his total ignorance of the book which he undertakes 
to refute. | | | | | 8 
As ſor pique. I could ſee no cauſe for it in him, to a pe 
fon with — Re had the leaſt acquaintance, and with whos 
Mr. Ma/or had never been the ſubje& of converſation, but reading 
on, when I came to the note in page 31. the myſtery was reveal'd: 
% There has (ſaith he) been a great cry among this author's votaries, 
«that his treatiſe of Union is unanſwerable; or why ſay they do not 
1 ſome perſon anſwer it? His motive is manifeſt here: his pride is 
piqu'd, ſtung with envy, and ſtimulated with the hope of popular ap- 
plauſe, he ventured upon the confutation of what he did not * a 
Wepa and, 


6 5; } 

ſtand, tho” not without firſt taking a conſiderable time to think of it. 
For this Appeal did not make its appearance until two years, or more, 
after the printing and publiſhing of my book ; and in all probability 
wou'd never have appear'd, back it not been for the clamours of th e 
votaries of mine, who may probably have. loſt their eſteem ſbr Mr.” 
Majen, in proportion to their value of the book. I confeſs I with, 
Rep. bad been ſilent, rather than (by provoking him to diſplay. his 

- Underſtanding, and prodigious courage) to draw me into the tails of 
controverſy, eſpecially where. I am to wreſtle under ſuch diſadvantages, 
as Hercules ſuſtain'd in his Aruggle with Anteus, which is the tafſt here, 
As to the compariſon of Grator Henley, I will paſs it over, gh 
I. am. inform'd that what he has related of bim, is not ſtrictly true. ' 
Replying to ſuch who. call for an anſwer. to the Lian. Anſwer it! 
ſays — To underfland him is very difficult, to explain his meaning 
1 almoſt impoſſible, ſo much unintelligible bombaſt, falſhood, and” 


« nonſenſe, is ſeldom to be met with in an author, as are contain d 


«mn, theſe few ſentences, p. 31, 32.” And yet he underſtood what' 
was ſo difficult! would explain what was almoft impoſſible! wou'd 
onfute unintelligible bombaſt ! and would rationalize nonſenſe itfelf ! 
and all to ſerve the good old cauſe, or as it is more likely to ſhew his 
g mutt rat ,24; ut 7 | od Sh ES 
Let me here return the compliment, What hath not Maſter Ma/or, 
done; inimitable wqnderful man! fure he is the man, and wiſdom. 
will die with him! Take him for all in all we never ſhall ſee his like _ 
again ! What can he mean (ſays he) by theſe two adverbs here and 
** where, there have we confeſs d our ſins; and where he having purged 
*« our fins, appeared the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation, we 
have eternally forſaken them, there and where boo adverbs of 

* place, leave the reader in perplexity, and confounds the 
«c, poſe we ſupply the ſenſe of reading with then and when, adverbs 
* of tine; but though the ſenſe is gain'd the falſhood is manifeſt,” - _ 
He. confeſſes that be does not underſtand my meaning, and yet 
would correct my writings: What pedantic inſolence ! Let any im- 
partial perſon. read the paſſage as it ſtands in the book of Union, 
page 82. I there fay that the promiſes of God are fulfill'd upon us 
in 7e/us, they being all Ja and Amen in him; and then adds im- 
. mediately, there (i. z, where the promiſes are fulfill d upon us in him) 
have we, with all the prayers and ſupplications, ſtrong crying. and 
tears which Jeſus offer'd in the days of his fleſh, confeſs'd our fins 
unto God. If his ſorrows and ſufferings did not confeſs fin, what 
was the confeſſion he made, when he acknowledged that for this end he 


came into the world? was not his ſuffering for fin a confeſſion of it? 


of its heinoys nature and contrariety to God, and of his ſuſtaining it 
alſo, as made ſin ſor us? when I ſay we confely'd it, my meaning is, 
that Chris PERSONATING us in his ſufferings, and forrows, gives * 
us a right to appropriate him in all he has done and ſuffer d; of 
right they were our ſorrows and ſufferings, due to our offences, but he 
proying himſelf our neareſt * bad thence the right of r 


dempti , 


ſenſe, ſup- 
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gde and beet and forrowed in +49 Hiathre, 10 WT 


git as 24.5 hence we, bir — Ap; from the' hongtr of | 
ſorrow or work 


glory ſufferer, or once re W 
EE ind vidual 22755 56 5 nfl — ffered we Fave 
g only to CH as they; aud as conſe dur 


3 rs in 15 ſufferin ak forrows ;* and ſo Thewife cb he 
Hovitg Þ purged our fins), peared the ſecond titie withour fir unto 
ly 7 in 15 reſurre&ion” purity) we have eternalty 
en. em, This is What T mean by the br is there and where, 
it a ealily be ben that the adverbs of ine are included.” Whe- 
os 155 will ſatisfy 4 „ peda gogue or not I cannot determine; nor 
12500 jous about that Mer ; It is Tufficjent that he hith dad 2 an 
je lug of ſhewing his {kill in grammar; it is alſo probable he 
ht to attack we on a weak ſide, from my conſeſſion of inabi- 
lity in theſe matters, in my preface to the book of UNION," which 
275 his generoſity not very conſpicuous. | 
1 that by ſupplying the ſenſe of my propoſition with 
verbs of time, then and when, he has gained the ſenſe, but that 
ro falthood 3 is yet manifeſt. That 1 leave to be determined 185 the 
reader. 
% For ſaith he) firſt] this text, Heb ix. 28. runs * Chri TAs 
4 Hered to bear the fins of many, and nue them who” — 
all be appear the ſecond time without jan unto ſalvation. | 
F doubtleſs play to the future appearing of Jeſus in his . 
« 1 1 55 when every eye ſhall fee him, to the terror and ' confufton 
« of ſome, and to the ineffable joy and eternal ſalvation of others. 
Now this period of time is yet to come, as this appearing of 
4 us is not accompliſhed ; therefore it is falſe m hence to 
at we have eternally forſaken our fins,” bn. 
Deal Mr. Ma/on begs the queſtion, here. 'I agree with him tat 
the text refers to a future appearing ; but then our difference lies in 
. ie aſſerts it W to the preſent time: judge the meaning 
that it was ſuture to his offering . up s and therefore accom- 
rlihed ip his 2 my reaſons are thoſe, Chrif in his offer- 
ing up, ſuſtained, he araQter of'a finnet, yes of "fin itſelf ; Hr yas 
bored am 2 6 tranſerdfers * He hast our "fans ir 4 | hy 
tree : e who knew no /in vas H Au or ' us, * 18 
er Cries, | groan, tears, and manifeſt $5" with dee ed — J 
the world, and even, the Af ht of his own"difciples Fa, 
He bet under this cloud, and Whitft be Tay in te ſe lebre; A e 6 
inp jate followers Were In fufþen nt 8 of his 
ter, as appears -fromr-their couft oll the way to! Bias : 
Bar wh en he aroſe fre | the dead, and ſhe ed himfelF rn * 
witnelſe es, he 7 in a Afferent charager, viz. Without fin? 
wygs juſtified in fe. binn, and dictated to be the Sen of Gud auth poovir, 
accarding to the (þirit of lee, 0 tht to fivPifiont from the had, Rom. 
oth is appcarance was bet kan the ccind, ab it with future to hl 


humbled life, and ignomi lous death; and that t appear- . 
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ing, was 40 be the ſalvation 5 them who looked fox him, js engdent i 
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ngt'6nly From what his wondeting diſciples if, dur ftom the" tet. 
nony of the Holy Ghaſt. Hz hath. begotten us ap unio d Hel yy 
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thoſe who lock for him. Under his fie appearing, which is that 6f 
without doubtfulneſs reſpecting the event; but When his rb 
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from fins, ſo as to retain no more conſcience for fins, is not r- 
Jaking them; it remains for Mr. Maſen to ſhew what it is. 2s 
Has /econd argument is from 1 John i. 9. IF we confe/s our fins, Get 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins,, No faith he, he wrote 
* thele words after 7e/4s had offered up his prayers, and ſupplica- 
« tions, ſtrong cryings and tears in the days of his fleſh,. and it's 
« plain he knew of no ſuch doctrine as Mr. Relh has broached, of 
« our confeſſing our fins, before we had any exiſtence. On the 
e contrary he writes to encourage believers to the confeſſion of. ſin 
« unto'God in their own. perſons according to the tenor of God's 
« word, He that confeſſeth, and for/aketh his fin, Gall find mercy.” 
His quotation from the Proverbs, as I have obſerved already, is 
fulfilled in 7%. His arguments as I apprehend are thoſe ; Jahn 

wrote after the death of Chri/t, therefore it did not relate to W | 
h 

j 


was fulfilled in his ſorrows and ſufferings. . This is indeed childit 
and ELON confutes itſelf, Pray upon what foundation ig 
jaſtice an 


feſſing our the S; chi 
is nos cih The Jews were taught to look for the e 
God's 14 19 and iuſlice ip, forgiving. their ſins, rough the Me 
dium of the ö 
place. The very, Heathens had, ſome ides gf their being forgive 
by ſacrifice, as e divine juſtice: the chriſtian above ell, 
when he hears the apoſtle preach. thus, Men and brethren be it Fnozn 
unto you, that through this man is preached unto you. the 15 7.9 
ins, certainly conceives of it as Being by the ub aud. ſug a 
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faithfulneſs of God manifeſt in forgiving our fins.Z Is It 
upon ſach a confeſſion as Mr. Ma/oz pretends it is, viz. at 906 _ 
105 in our own perſons r appeal to the E65 this 


c | 0 ** 
e ſacrifice, and the bſood thereof taken into the holy." 


7 SE 
the Ben TFeſus. God is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins upon 
that — there 1 Foes Abel, * ſpeaks los to 
man; here his faithfulneſs pleads in man's behalf. The promiſes 
were made to Abraham, and his ſeed : not, And to ſerds, as of many, but 
4 of ont, and to thy ſeed which is Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. yea even that 


: * 


promiſe of finding mercy upon confefling and forfaking fin, is not 
made to many but to one; therefore God is faithful and juſ to his 
promiſes made to Chri/t, in forgiving us our fins, in him, and not upon 
account of any ſorrow and confeſſion in our own perſons. Hence it 
that the confeſſion ſpoken of here, as the condition of our 
pardon and forgiveneſs, and on the doing of which, God's faithfulne/;- 
and ju/tice ſtands engaged to pardon ; muſt be fulfilled in Chri/,, 
relative to that good confeſſion which he witneſſed before Pontius Pilate ; 
and not as Mr. Major aſſerts, as relative tv confeſſion made in our 
own perſons; unleſs He will ſpeak out and ſay, He has a much 
better opinion of himſelf, of his -ww# confeſſions, &c. than he has 
of Teſus Chriſt, and of what has been fulfilled in him. | 

His other argument is, that it cannot be true becauſe we had 
no exiſtence, when Chriſt died; He might with equal propriety ſay, 
that Chriſt did not die for our fins, becauſe we had no exiſtence 
then. Have I been ſpeaking at all of what we do in our own perſons, - 
which needs ſuch an exiſtence? nay, nor has he underſtood me fo, tho? 
this is a material objection with him. | 
But to come to a very uncharitable, and ill-natured cenſure of 
His, where he ſays, From this author's reaſoning it doth not ap- 
«« pear, that either he, or thoſe he includes in his pronoun ave, have 
& confeſſed their ſins at all, much leſs that they have forſaken 
& them, leaſt of all that they have eternally forſaken them, and con- 
« ſequently they have no warrant from the word of God, to conclude 
e that their ſins are forgiven to this very day.” | 

What a rancorous breaſt ! he knows not what manner of ſpirit he 
is of; but pray why muſt my bad reaſoning, (ſuppoſe it weak and 
corrupt) be conſidered as ſuch an infallible row of my fins not 
being forgiven to this very day: but above all, how does it prove 
that thoſe included in the pronoun eve are not forgiven ? does he 
know who I intended there ? does he know their perſons, and is 
he ſure from ny bad reaſoning that they are not forgiven to this very 
day? If he has any ſenſe of ſhame, let him think of this! poſſibly 
he overſhot himſelf, by ſeeking occaſion to tell us, that the ave in 
my propoſition was a pronoun, a word that ſhews him learned in the 
ammar, and which He thought we ſhould not underſtand without 
is aid. If that was the caſe, I pity him, becauſe every man has 
ſome favourite paſſion, and to gratify him in his, F am content he 
ſhould cenſure me as often as he pleaſe: and to that inſinuation 
that my fins are not forgiven to this very day, he may add if he 
chooſes it, as he ſeems to affect being in the ſecrers of the moſt high, 
that they never will be forgiven to all eternity. 1 

It is above two years ſince I wrote thoſe reaſonings, which 

OY Mr. 
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Mr. Mafon talks of; and yet that what I wrote ther, rove my 
fins not forgiven to this very day is very ſurpriſing; that is,” in fuck he 
has reprobated me: and does in effect ſay they never will be ſor 
me. He ſays we have no warrant from the word to conclude it? no. 
what not the finners warrant, 'who are told it it a faithful ſaying that 
Chr 

are not forgiven now, upon what condition” are they to be forgiven in 
ſome future time, if at all? muſt Je/as die again? muſt he appear 
once more to put away my fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf? or will 


Mr. Mafon ſay, nay, but if you are one of the predeſtinate, and for- . 


ſake your errors, and become orthodox in judgment, and eonſeſs your 
ſins, they ſhall be forgiven you ; this is ſtill gathering without Chrif 
and building without the corner ſtone. My faith is, that he hath made 
me accepted in the beloved, and has given me redemption in his blood, the 
forgiventſs of fins ; and therefore to found forgiveneſs of fin upon our 
rea/onings, orthodoxy, confeſſions, &c. is antichriſtian indeed; but /ach 
is the Grit I have to deal with in my antagoniſt. And yet Mr. Nelly 
 (fays he) is pleaſed to declare, page 83. When men who are 
„ ſtrangers to this Union, take it upon Gow to expound the ſerip- 
«« ture, it is amazing to ſee, with what contradictions and incon- 
« ſiſtences it abounds. Amazing indeed! a more flagrant proof ſure 
4 never was exhibited.”  * | | 7:7 $0208 

I think from what I have already noted, that the charge is ſuf- 
ficiently applicable to the author of the Appeal: his expoſitions of 
ſcripture abound with /range inconſiſtences, and contradictions in- 
deed : as is evident from what I have already held up to the light. 
Nor am I aſhamed to confeſs, that through the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt opening my underſtanding, to ' diſcern the union in the 
ſcriptures, I can with more juſtice, chriſtianity, and conſiſtency, ex- 


prone the ſcripture, than either my opponent, or his reviſer; or at 


with more than they have ſhewn in the Appeal : nor is there 

any thing ſo very amazing in it as he would inſinuate. The proof 
exhibited, is much more flagrant than he is aware of, and this will 
appear to every judicious and unprejudiced mind, who compares our 
expofitions. 2 EOS d n ud eu 
I have now done with this 122 note, and could aſk, #s nor 
the hand of Joab in all this, did not R hand ſupply this note? 
was he not the reviſer of the whole ? methinks his ſtyle and ſpirit is 
conſpicuous enough in it: but as there is a mimic generation, who 
having mens perſons in admiration, naturally imitate them in alt 
things, T will-not be poſitive in this particular. nm 
The laſt citation made from my book of Uxiox is in page 32. 
which is this, © he in us and we in him, have fulfilled all righteouſ-' 
« neſs, fully kept the commandments of God, and ſuffered the pu- 
<« niſhment due to our fin.” Thoſe words in my book are an 17/7. 
rence drawn from the doctrine of Union, jaſt and natural; if the 
doctrine be true, the inference is true: but the doctrine rs true for 
any thing that has yet been faid againſt it; and fo is the ag" 
— Fr Cl 


#5 came into the world to fave them? but pray, if my fins 
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Hun uin peu, John xv. 4. That, they alſo may be ane in 114 
Johy xvii, 21, J they and.thou in me, that 4% may ts made perfef 
i Se verſe 23. I think it amounts to a demonſtration em thole 
Paſſages, that Hie was in 44 and us in Lax, through the things whic 

ſuffered... Is nos the criminal. found. in the 


ety it not from the fup fition- f union, 
ich other, yea of the — being pu 


of # # 
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herein is the impropriety of my 
| — abſur- 


44 thing made which was made.” GEO” >> FO r 
This man not content with writing againſt what I Zave ſaid, will 
needs argue againſt what, according to him, I am to ſay. But ought 
not he rather to wait until I have ſaid it, before he combat it with 
this invigcible argument, Impious and horrid blaſphemy.” “ 
He appeals to the public if our ſuffering the puniſhment due 
to our ſins, in any ſenſe, is not equal to this charge? I anſwer it 
is not: for Chri/t was not our ſubilitute, ſurety, and head in crea- 
tion, but in redemption: and therefore what is applicable to the 
latter is not to the former. That we were beloved, and choſen, yea, 
that we had grace given us in Chri/t before the world began is true: 
but then all this was relative to that divine appointment: for God 
bath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Theſ. v. 9. It pertains therefore to Mr. Ma/or to ſhew the 
neceſſity of our being in Him, and be in us the ſame way, in creation 
and providence, which he ought to do to make out the parallel. 
Where he accuſes, me of confounding the perſons of the redeemer and 
redeemed, and quotes thoſe ſcriptures, The jaſt for the unjuſt, &c. I 
refer the public, and him alſo, for my anfwer: to the book of 
Union, page 76, &c. TOE ONO MOEN 
As to what follows, ſuch as This author's treatiſe abounds with 
* ſenſeleſs jargon; and ſerves no other uſe and purpoſe but to ſub- 
« yert chriſtian doctrine; render the word of God of none effect, 
4 Kc. &c. They are only the efforts of ſpite and malice; and not 
deduced from argument, nor the effect of 4 [˖ͤ˖j1 judgment: as 
I have ſufficiently ſhewn already, nor can I anſwer it but by ſilence, 
except I was to turn the tables, and uſing his own language, bring 
the ſame accuſations againſt himſelf, as ging to him, and his 
„rather than to me. | _— 
He concludes his Appeal with five or fix propoſitions, * 
2 8 as 
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he ends) whit 'he has prove 
he ere * falſe, and a _ ſtrutb is not in — 
— already.” Such a heap of vile inſinuatioms, 


— — ith uch a diabolical deſig 8 


e of a zeal for holineſt; I believe the world 
— 2 if ever before. And for a proof of their being ſuch, 
com pate our arguments, and my anſweys to is accuſations. Sure 


dom 


never -wai'aſpirit more formed for abuſe⸗ e fer trot: and u 
gument, than the author of che Appeal; he provetide"to writs again 
the doctrine of Un:on, as coained in my book; bat has not\meddled 


with one proof, which I have given Of tho woof of Union te 
equity of ſalvation by Jeſus. 1 8 i 1 5; m0! 2 100 2591 - 
J anempred to/explain che of Union by fili; ko l 
taken no notice of it, not offered to prove me wrong in ane of thema 
Indeed he has made a ſimile of his own, reſpecting the king, and hiv 
ſl eds and then ſets about roving i as if it — mine. 
'ſhewed the antiquity, e ngeable — of this Lui 
he has not brought one argument in oppoſition to it. But whit he 
has done bas been done by railing accuſations : Men of Union, Ke. 
has been his anſwet-: all his quotations from my book has been either 
from the preface, or from fach inferences us I have thewn nat 
deducible from the doctrine of Union, nor has be denied that their ex- 
iſtence depends on the doctrine, and yet with that he has not once 
meddled: therefore, for all that he has ſaid, the book” of UNION is 
as much unanſwered, as it was the firſt moment it was wrote. 
- But ic is "nothrious;' that his chief aim has been to four the minds of 
the public: to this purpoſe, he has given us the moſt obhoxious names, 
and has laid to our charge things which we leno not. By ridicuti 
our ignorance, /and yet at times to ſerve the ſanm tirh, wre, Wap 
with cunning in the perverſion of ſcriptures ; by lyes, the moſt pal 
able ones probably that ever appeared in print: by the charge of 
blaſphemy, and impiety: by packed charges, cited from my boo: 
made up of pieces of ſentences, Ro even.from different pages 3 
without regarding the ſenſe they bore where they originally ſtood: by 
pretending to have refuted my doctrine, and to have ſhewn the evil 
conſequences thereof; and all without the leaſt ſhadow of reaſon: I 
fay, by the/e means, and ſuch as zhe/e, has he aimed, not at informing 
the public, but as inflaming them againſt me. And all his hath he 
done, under the ſmooth and plauſible pretence of zeal, for true chri- 
ſtian piety, and that of his having the intereſt of morality at heart. 
Surely never man made a greater proſeſſion, of his 
and attachment 7 the work of the ſpirit upon the heart; the fruits of 
faith, or of the ſpirit, ſuch as love, joy, peace, long Jufering gent leneſis 
8 Faith, . — ogainſt which there is ma. 
al: v. 23. 
Bu 1 dppeal to every man of reaſon, and chtiſlianit 18 * 
oy any ſymptoms of his being poſſeſſed of thoſe fruits? examinas 
his Appeal : does his love to che people whom he is pleaſed to all 
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jv pong — —— 
ty? doth meekneis and * 1 cd th —_— do 
= ſo compleatly adorn lis page, that ig oh gr — it ? 
after ſo many inſtasese given to — — that ſou 
tial, and: greatly impoſed upo 2 concludes him pu 
of lhe temper 5 and hit, ſo poſſeſſed of thoſe heavenly. 
vine; Kong 9 them 2 — * ED, Acad A 
FE ſpeak not thus, from a mind preju nt my opponent, or 
wr rſon; dut becauſe, I would — a at ſeparating the 
precious from the vile: 1 mu it, from 7 authority, 
D Cuits of the holy ſpirit: not the 
laws of /ocicty : nor the 72 ſpiritual/ law of God: ſuch is the 
ol thoſe fruits, that oſt perfect law can find no defect 
erein ; againſi ſuch there is no law. Hence it is, Icdere not call 
things the fruits of the ſpirit, which are cenſured by the l. 
Aud yet there is a ſpirit, Ol how. amiable it is bow, ha m- 
in the world ! conſider the example of Jeſus, He judged no; man, 
candemned no man, Hei accuſes no man nay, He cenſured: not 
ſuch, who followed not with him and his diſciples : but ſaid forbid him 
fer there is no man awhichjhall do a nag in my names that can dightly 
eak evil of me, Mar. ix. 39. 75.6. 
— Rd bis ſpirit was manifeſt in apoſtle als hens: be ſays, 4 
22 . or in truth, Chriſt i. preached ; I therein do rejoice, yea | 
will rgoice, Phil. i. 18. Is there any thing ſimilar to 2hii, diſco- 
= in the Appeal, where the fruits of the ſpirit are e in 
11 Inary, & manner >. but I have done. %% 1 
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